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The Miracle of the Loaves 
By Ruth Graham Robinson 


HE multitudes are hungry, Lord, and sweet 
Is the compassion of thy watchful eyes. 
Yet sayest thou, in whom all fulness lies, 
“Oh, my disciples, give ye them to eat!” 
Alas, and where should we find food to meet 
This starving world’s demand, when none denies 
Our own obs, *need? Yet now, without surprise, 
Lay we our all—how little !—at thy feet. 
Fill thou again our hands with loaves new-blest, 
ad with thy mystic multiplying power ; 
Then shall the hungry ores be fed, and we 
Shall know: the wealth of thine infinity. 
For, gleaning fragments from that blessed hour, 
We shall have more than once we called our best. 








Knowing Christ 


No uninspired man would dare to be so ‘‘ex- 
treme’’ in his statements of truth as are the Bible 


writets, And none of those is more extreme than 
was Jesus himself. He went so far once that ‘many 
of his disciples went back, and walked no moré*with 
him.*” But the daring extremities of truth that lie 
gave us are our glory. Take the matter of our knowl- 
edge of Christ. In what way may we hope to know 
him? *“As‘God the Father knows ‘hith : that is 
his own plan for our knowledge. For Jesus said : 


‘+I know mine own, and mine own know me, even 
as the Father knoweth me, and I know the Father."’ 
Making all allowances for the unique relationship be- 


tween Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we are. 


neverthe- 
less invited here into a knowledge of Christ that we 


would not have dared to hope for. Yet Jesus has 


offered. us this; and so we dare not hold back from 
it. Is it the purpose and passion of our life to know 
Christ as the Father knows him ? 


Pad 
“ Believing is Seeing” 


It is sometimes considered practical to refuse to 
believe in the unseen, because ‘‘ seeing is believing."’ 
Yet by this truth men often blind themselves ; for it 
is also true, as has been well said, that ‘* believing is 
seeing.’’ Many of the most precious things in life 
we Can never-truly see until we accept the fact of their 
existence. Much beauty in the character of our 
friends we shall never see until we surround them by 


the light of our confidence and expectation in which 


alone their best unfolds itself. We shail often not 
see love in others unless we take its existence for 
granted, and so by our faith give it a chance to reveal 
itself. If-we believe only what we see through our 
unbelief, we shall'soon see nothing very worth while. 


— 
Letting God Determine the Fruit 


It is for God alone to decide just what kind of 
fruit our lives should bear. We. sin against him, 
and we sadly hinder our fruit-bearing, when we chafe 
or doubt or rebel because our own program of fruit- 
bearing is not working out. We ought to bear fruit 
all the time ; there is no question about that. But if 
our lives are completely and unconditionally surren- 
dered to the mastery of Jesus Christ, and we believe 
that. he is not merely our Saviour but our whole life, 
then, as we continue to abide in him by trust and 
obedience, whose responsibility is the fruit-bearing? 


% 


The Dislike of 


F THE truth were told, there would be many Chris- 
tian people who would frankly say that they do 
-not enjoy reading the Bible, Confession is, good 
for the soul, and it would be good for many if they 
plainly acknowledged this to themselves. Whether 
it ought to be so or not it does not matter ; if it zs so 
it is best to ‘‘ out with it,’ and perhaps men wiil be 
the sooner able to change their attitude toward it. - It 
is no use to rest content with accusing ourselves .of 
sinful neglect and still go on neglecting. ‘There is a 
natural reluctance toward the Bible and a tendency to 
use something else in our Christian life, and that re- 
luctance might sometimes vanish if we just coolly and 
reasonably looked into the causes of it. 

We put before ourselves a high attitude which we 
think we ought to have toward it, and because we do 
not have that attitude we give it all up. 

Now, one of the reasons..why the reading of the 
Bible does not attract us and fascinate us as other 
literature does is this : It does not, like other litera- 
ture, talk to us principally about ourselves, The latest 
brilliant book or. novel is filled with things which 
mirror to us our own life, with its feelings and passions 
and problems, It ‘excites selfimterest. “It has “the 
effect of conversation, which is always: interesting to 
us if we’ can lead it around so that it centers upon .us 
and our.affairs, We: have all’ seen “people who are 
initerested in the Conversation omly When they Iéad it, 
and when it is another's turn ‘they are. apt to: grow 
listless and inattentive. Current literature to be suc- 
cessful must make us think of ourselves to a large 
degree. It must treat of people who are like us, or 





It is Christ's, and Christ's only ; and’ for us to ques- 
tion the results is to distrust God—which. is the heart 
of sin. A young woman who had entered by surren- 
der and faith upon the life of the fulness of Christ 
was distressed because she didnot see the kind of 
results in Christian service that she believed she ought 
to see. Yet at that very time Christ was using her in 
a fruit-bearing of which she was not aware. Because 
the fruit was of God's choice rather than-her own, she 
doubted God, and of course hindered the fuller fruit- 
age which Christ the vine wanted to achieve in her 
the branch, As she saw her unconscious sin, she 
yielded up again to Christ in trust for the fruit-bearing 
as for all else ; and in doing this she found again the 
peace that she had hungered for. It is better to leave 
the fruit to Christ and to let him, unconsciously to our- 
selves, bring forth fruit through us abundantly, than it 
is to decide what fruit we ought to have and then faii 
to have it. If Christ is our life, Christ alone is to be 
trusted for the results of his life in us. 


a 
Set Free by Captivity 


It seems strange to think that we can find a new 
freedom by a new captivity ; and yet that is literally 
true for all who have not yet: become the slaves of 
Christ. Only im slavefy to him—bond-service, Paul 
calls: it—is there the freedom for which every human 
life longs. When he isthe absolute.Master and-Dic- 
tator and-Owner of our body, mind, soul, and spirit, 
then are we free: for then the Son sets us free. 
Then we know the very freedom of God himself, No 
wonder that, as S. M. Zwemer of Arabia has put it, 
this ‘‘surrender to God is not the surrender of a 
criminal to a policeman."’ It is the surrender of a 
little child to the arms of its mother. It-is the sur- 
render of a helpless and defeated creature to its _ 
Creator who is love and omnipotence, and who longs 
to give all his creatures his own Life and Love and 
Power. Have we surrendered into the eternal free- 
dom whiea is now ours in Christ ? 


Bible Reading 


people into whose situations we can imagine ourselves. 
In their triumphs we imagine ourselves in their place, 
in their sorrow or sacrifice we feel the instinct of self- 
pity, and our whole being is roused and thrilled, and 
we enjoy our sensations. Also it gives us something 
to talk about, and social life is greatly served by the 
advent of the new book which all are reading an 
about which we can all talk together. 

It is because the Bible does no.such thing that we 
are not immediately fascinated by it. . Augustine Bir- 
rell in speaking of the life and work of. John Wesley, 
which touched England socially and religiously. as 
deeply as any influence in centuries and in a way that 
has been lasting, expresses his wonder that the histo- 
rians of that period have so little to say about him, 
and he finally concludes by saying that it is probably 
because they do not feel at home with him, and do 
not quite know what to say about that kind of a force. 
The historians of the period in which Jesus lived do 
not quite know what to say about him, They write 
all around him, but he does not seem to fitin. His 
contemporaries write practically nothing about him, 
and. the work was left to his friends. and disciples. 
Something like this is true of the Bible. It does not 
take our line. It takes its own. It does not ask what 
themes the people are favoring just now, or what they 
want. - In a way which is disturbing to us it takes its 
own themes. It does not hold up a mirror to con- 
temporary life except incidentally. 

We crave to know a great deal more than is told us 
about the few people who are in its pages. Paul went 
through enough to make the world-wide reputation of 
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a score of modern adventure writers, and dismisses it 
all with a brief ‘‘ in prisons more abundantly, in stripes 
above measure, in deaths oft... , Thrice | suffered ship-. 
wreck, a night and a day have I been in the deep,” 
—and that is all you can get out of him about things 
which make one’s mouth water to think of the human 
interest of them, It is not that he is deficient in 
human interest, but that he is a master at | 

things which transcend human interest. He does not 
write, nor does any.other writer in the Bible, for the 
purpose of turning our minds back upon themselves, 
but with the object of fixing them upon some one else. 
The whole Bible is an answer to the question of the 
Ethiopian eunuch, ‘‘Of whom speaketh the prophet 
this ? of himself, or of some other?’’ It was written 
by those who had quite enough of themselves, and 
were rejoicing in the glow of finding ‘‘ some other.’’ 

The serious egotist can finda t deal in the Scrip- 
tures which will remind him of himself, or throw light 
_— his own experience and even ennoble it. But 
‘if we are mainly interested in finding something that 
is the counterpart of our own experience we shall be 
disappointed, But if we want to know more of God, 
if we want to gain relief from the pressure, limitation, 
and feebleness of our own personality, if we wish to 
get clean out of ourselves and into another atmosphere 
where God takes his line and takes the initiative and 
leads us off into another realm of action and thought 
and feeling, we shall find the glory and power of the 
Word of God. 

Frederick W. H. Myers, speaking of his early pas- 
sion for the classics, confesses that ‘‘they were but 
intensifications of my own being. They drew from 
me and fostered evil as well as good ; they might aid 
imaginative impulse and detachment from sordid in- 
terests, but they had no check for pride.'’ So long 
as we study the Bible to find in it intensifications of 
our own being it will baffle us. We are like a too- 
voluble patient going to some great specialist and 
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telling him too much. about himself. To such the 
specialist often seems heartless and cold, but when he 
gets a chance to go over the case from~his point of 
view he takes in, considers, and } ‘of more than 
the patient could ever dream of. Mary a thing which 
the Scriptures record seems to our impatient souls to 
have nothing to do with us and our present need,‘ but 
after all God’s Word, like himself, is a very present 
help in time of trouble; and those who attend to and 
study its great disclosures, even when they seem not 
specially to apply to them, will find that they antici- 
pate human experience. 

Matthew Henry said a fine thing about prayer when 
he said that ‘‘ prayer was like a boat-hook, and the 
object of a boat-hook was not to draw the shore to the 
boat, but the boat to the shore.’’ The same may be 
said of the Bible and its use, Employ it almost any 
way and we cannot fail of some good, but use it 
rightly and it draws us toward thoughts that are 
not as our thoughts, and ways which transcend our 
ways, 

We may go to it selfishly, asking no more than the 
healing of a present hurt, but we are given the whole 
Christ. At last we learn to go to it in order that we 
may find him and then take up afterward the hurt or 
the trouble or the sin. Sometimes we never know 
how we are hurt until having found him we realize 
ourtrouble. The cross was not an experience endured 
in response to any requestor prayer of men. To this 
day perhaps the majority of men wonder how such a 
sacrifice is needful. They ask far less than that from 
God. The cross was not the counterpart of anything 
men felt. It was something that made them feel their 
sin and its cure together. Human and humane and 
friendly the Bible is, but we come under its greatest 
power when we réalize that it is not written from the 
human point of view. But read it and saturate your- 
self with it, and you know human life as you can in no 
other way. 





How Recognize God’s Will? 

There are few treasures given to us of God more 
precious than the gift of the sure knowledge of his 
will. How may we make sure of receiving this gift? 
Many have been confronted with the difficulty which 
is set forth so clearly in the following letter : 


We all seem, to a greater or lesser extent, to have impulses 
for which we cannot account,—impulses to do or say certain 
things as though /ed in those directions, Especially is this so 
with young Christians. ‘These are not directed by reason,— 
quite to the contrary sometimes. What I would ask is: sow 
can one distinguish in these respects between the guidance of 
God and the wandering impulses of one’s own heart, which 
might be right, or might be wrong, and possibly lead one into 
wrong or ludicrous situations? 

Our whole life must be God's if we would be sure 
of recognizing his voice. So the very first require- 
ment here is the unconditional surrender of the whole 
life to the mastery of Jesus Christ. Have we made 
this total surrender? Have we abandoned ourselves 
utterly to him as veritable slaves, bondservants, for 
his complete ownership, his supreme dictatorship of 
our lives? As we also trust him completely to take 
the whole responsibility of our life and actually to 
live-it for us, so that for us to live zs Christ, then our 
lives are hid with Christ in God, and the Spirit of 
God has the hearing ‘with us ‘at he longs for. 

God's will is revealed to us not only by the direct 
communication of his Spirit, but by his written Word. 
So'we must know his Word, and know it ever more 
intimately. Our Bible study for our own personal 
life must be a veritable feeding on God's Word. This 
must be a daily habit; and enough time must be 
given to it, in daily habit, to enable us to understand 
and digest what we read. Our reading must be done 
prayerfully, in conscious denendence upon the Holy 
Spirit, as a person, to teacltils what we need to know 
‘in each reading. 

To know God's will we must know God ;- and we 
come to know God, not only through his written 
Word, but by prayer: natural, quiet conversation 
with him. And it must be leisurely conversation ; we 
cannot get acquainted in merely five or ten minute 
snatches of talk with him. So our prayer life must 
include the habit of ample time in prayer daily. 

To know God's will we must do God's will. ‘And 
part of the doing of his will is to be witnesses for Chiist : 
to tell others what God in Christ is doing for us and 
can do for them. Jesus laid this duty inescapably 





upon every loyal disciple of his, when one of his last 
words was that we should ‘* make disciples."’ 

It has been said that as food, air, and exercise are 
necessary to a healthy body, so these three things are 
the imperative food, air, and exercise of the healthy 
Christian: Bible study, prayer, and witnessing. 

This may seem like a very roundabout answer to 
the question how to recognize God’s will in the 
matter of particular impulses. But there is no short 
cut to the solving of this problem. While God does 
at times make his will unmistakably plain to one who 
is not living in close communion with him, neverthe- 
less we cannot have the experience of recognizing his 
will habitually and sensitively in any other way than 
by the life of surrender, communion, and service. 

If, after having entered upon the life of surrender 
and abiding, we find ourselves in real doubt concern- 
ing certain impulses or possible duties,—and we afe 
sure to be thus in doubt from time to time, for Satan 
does not leave us alone,—we are then to bring the 
matter in quiet confidence to God for his settlement, 
and to let him use, in answering, whatever methods 
he will, Sometimes, as we tell him about our uncer- 
tainty and lay the impulse before him in prayer, 
waiting quietly in silence before him, perhaps, for his 
answer, he will give us a clear conviction as to what 
he would have us do, At other times the same kind 
of prayer will result in no such conviction. This may 
mean that we do not need any answer just then, and 
that the answer will be made plain later, when we do 
need it. Or it may mean that God wants us, having 
prayed, to use still other means to reach decision. 
For example, hé may wish us to consult friends of 
good judgment and gain light through them. Or he 
may want us to study the thing through, by setting 
down with pencil and paper, if that would help, all 
the reasons we can think of for taking a certain course, 
and all the reasons against that course, and then let- 
ting the greater weight of one side or the other give us 
the answer, What we call our common sense is a factor 
that God would use perhaps moré frequently than any 
other in making his will known to us, whén our life 
has really been surrendered unconditionally to Christ’ s 
mastery. 

It is not a trifling matter to learn how to know 
God's will. It costs us our life, And- in return’ we 
get Christ's Life, Christ's victory, Christ's fruit-bear- 
ing : every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places 
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in Christ. .That’is what the Hol do for 
us as we let him guide us into all themete sin See 
f: sa Pi os, 


Why “ tion” Is Safe 

_ Predestination is a hard truth for human nature 
to take in,—indeed, an impossible one. Therefore 
God replaces our human nature with his own divine 
nature, by the indwelling Christ, that the difficulty may 
be done away with. Not that we may necessarily 
ever understand predestination while we are in the 
flesh ; but it may become exceedingly simple for us 
to accept it. A British reader has asked about this, as 
follows ; 

With reference to the subject of predestination, it seems to 
me that Paul really did believe in this doctrine to the full, but 
1 also believe that in this Paul was not completely enlightened. 
What worries me is that this view does not accord with the in- 
spiration of the Scriptures. Can you help me, please? 

Paul was in good company in this belief. For his 
conviction as to predestination is found throughout 
the Bible, Old Testament and New. 

The verb ‘* predestinate’’ is not used in either the 
Anglo-American or the American Revision. In the 
four instances where it appears in the Authorized 
Version (Rom. 8 : 29, 30; Eph. 1:5, 11), the verb 
‘* foreordain’’ is used in the Revised Versions. And 
this truth that the events of this world, even to men's 
choosing or rejecting of eternal life in Christ, are fore- 
ordained by the all-loving, omniscient Father whose 
will is sovereign, is the message of the whole Bible, 
To reject it is to reject the Bible as a whole. 

Jesus believed in foreordination. He uses the word 
‘*elect,’’ or ‘‘ chosen,’’ as referring to the saved, when 
he says. of himself: ‘‘ He shall send forth his angels 
with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather 
together his elect from the four winds ’’ (Matt, 24 : 31). 
As to who does the choosing, he said to his apostles : 
**Ye did not choose me, but I chose you, and ap- 
pointed you, that ye should go and bear fruit’’ (John 
15:16). Praying to the Father, Jesus said of him- 
self, ‘‘that to all whom thou hast given him, he 
should give eternal life’’ (John 17:2). And earlier 
he had said, ‘‘ All that which the Father giveth me 
shall come unto me’’ (John 6 : 37). Foretelling the 
events that shall precede his coming, he said ; 1‘ Ex- 
cept the Lord had; shortened thé days, no flesh would 
have been saved ; but for the elect’s sake, whom he 


’ chose, he shortened the days’’ (Mark 13 ; 20). 


The Psalmist declares blessed the people. whom 
God ‘‘hath chosen for his own inheritance’’ (Psa. 
33:12). Again, 

‘* Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and 
causest to approach unto thee’’ (Psa. 65 : 4). The 
word of Jehovah came to Jeremiah, saying, ‘' Before 
thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee’’ 
(Jer. 1: 5). 

Luke believed in foreordination, writing in Acts 13 : 
48, ‘‘As many as were ordained to eternal life be- 
lieved.’’ Peter addressed his First Epistle to the elect 
according to the foreknowledge of God the Father. 

The unswerving conviction of the Spirit-directed 
writers of the Bible was that the events of the universe 
occur according to the sovereign will of an all-loving 
Father. In vigorously declaring this truth to its limits 
Paul was but led and enlightened by the same Spirit 
who filled Jesus Christ*as a man, and who inspired 
psalmist and evangelist and prophet. Yet right along- 
side of this truth we find that the whole message of 
the Bible declares also man’s free-will, The ‘‘ who- 
soevers'’ of the Bible are too many to leave us in any 
doubt here : and chiefest among these is John 3 : 16. 
How can both be true—God's sovereignty and man’s 
free-will? We may not have the answer to that in 
this life ; but we do not need to understand the mys- 
tery before we accept it, as we must accept so much 
else of God and his universe that we do not under- 
stand. Dr. H. Clay Trumbull used to say that he 
believed that God had foreordained the freedom of 
every man’s will. Or again, it has been suggested that 
God's sovereignty and man's free-will are like two 
parallel lines ; they seem to be forever separated, but 
they meet at infinity. So'in eternity we may find 
that God's sovereignty and man’s free-will are one. 

When we find ourselves considering any view of 
any part of the Scriptures that conflicts with their in- 
spiration, it is safer to assume that our view at the 
particular point in question is mistaken than that our 
belief in inspiration was wrong. For not to believe 
in the inspiration of the Scriptures as giving us the 
infallible teachings of God is to incur far greater diffi- 
culties than it avoids.. The divine and unique in- 
spiration of the Scriptures is the simplest, most 
rational, and most satisfying explanation of the wholly 
supernatural work that God has done through them, 
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‘has. It never does. 


LESSON FOR SEPT: 29 (Review) 


God Never Disappoint eet 
[>> ne on : rn 


Psalms 9 : 10, ‘* Thou, Lord, hast never failed them 


that trust thee.’’ That doésn’t mean that there are >) 


no disappointments, We all know too much of life 
to believe that. But it does mean that they are never 
due to God ; on the other hand they come in spite of 
God. And they mean as much pain to him as to us, 
maybe more. * ’ 

God: never breaks his word. He is very jealous 
about that. No banker's word given in solemn prom- 


' ise is half as dependable, for banks may break, but 


God cannot. The: cannot be broken (John 
10 : 35). It never has been broken yet. God is 
watching jealously over his Word to see that it shall 
never be allowed to fail by so much as the dotting of 
an #, or the crossing of a ¢ (Jer. 1: 12; Matt. 5:18; 
24: 

ae ptkiie never fails. It can’t because. it de- 
pends on God, and on his pledged word. I say 
‘* true prayer,’’ because the word ‘‘ prayer’’ is used 


‘in a slipshod way for much that the earnest heart 


knows within itself to be not true prayer. 

Prayer itself ‘is a very simple thing. It is the 
pleading or claiming by a sincere heart for some 
needed thing, based on some promise of God's Word, 


and pleaded on the ground of the blood of Jesus - 


(Rey. 12°: 11). Such prayer is very simple. Its 
Strength, so fat a$ the man praying is concerned, is 
in its simplicity. Such praying never fails. It never 
It never will. It cannot 
Heaven and earth will pass away first. 

It is barely conceivable that under certain extraor- 
dinary circumstances, of the unlikeliest sort, the Bank 
of England might possibly ‘be obliged to close its 
doors, or the government’ ‘at Washington fail 'to meet 


‘the thterest’on its bonds. Such'things have happened. 


But God won't permit any trusting child of his to be 
disappointed, so far ashe is concerned. Bonds reck- 
oned as ‘‘ gilt-edged,’’ and negotiable paper as ‘‘A 
1,"" don’t rate as high on the Exchange of God, nor 
on the Exchange of his trusting follower, as his own 
pledged Word. 


** Not a word he has spoken 
Can ever be broken.’’ 


+ 

When those earthquakes of the Book of Revelation 
come along, well-secured first mortgages, and ‘* gilt- 
edged’’..bank stock, and ‘‘fancy’’ securities won't 
be. worth the .beautifully engraved paper they are 
written on. ~ But not a letter of this old Book of God 
will. be affected-; not .a scrap of God's power shall be 
touched. There'll be no shrinking in those securi- 
ties. “They'll rate higher than ever before. 


“lf True"’” 

There are living illustrations of this in every part 
of the world. There are as striking stories in present- 
day life as that of the nameless widow's bottomless 
barrel up on the east coast of the Mediterranean 
(1 Kings 17 : 8-16). In many a shut-away corner of 
the earth God is proving himself unfailing to those 
simple and strong enough to trust him, and to walk 
the difficult, despised path of faith in him. 

I ran across such a story recently. And I want, to 
tell it as simply as it came to me. - Yet I don’t tell it 
as an exception, but rather as the rule of what God is 
doing for his trusting and trusted (Gen, 22 : 16-18 ; 
John 2: 24, 25) ones. The trailing arbutus modestly 
hides its beauty and its sweet fragrance under the 
friendly green, out of sight. The lily of the valley 
seeks the shaded, retired nook. The sweetest flowers 
are not found in the shop window. _ They are known 
only by those who seek them out in the quiet seclu- 
sion of the valley or hillside. ; 

There's a wondrous modesty about truth. Shall I 
say, with awe-touched words,* that there’s a sweet 
modesty about God? He speaks to all in the unfail- 
ing sun, the noiseless moon, the life-giving rain'’and 
dew. But his best is reserved for those who come 
away into the inner circle, _ He opens his inner heart 
to all who will come into heart-touch, but only to 
these (Psa. 25 : 14, margin ; John 16 : 15). 

This story is of a humble, quiet woman in one of 
the shut-away corners of the earth ; of the sad spirit- 
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‘THE FINNISH GOLD STORY. 


BY S. D. GORDON 
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the Enemy? The simple truth is that God with- 
. dholds nothing from his people -to-day. Miracles 
have not ceased out of the earth. But there is 
something that can make powerless the omnipotent 
working of God on earth, and that is man’s unbe- 
lief. Our Lord, God incarnate, could do no mighty 
works at Nazareth. Does this tell why the church 
of to-day is not living in a miracle-working age ? 
‘There is a quiet, gentle womairzin middle life, in 
an obscure village of Finland, poor as to the world, 
who knows that the Father will change the usual 
couzse of all the laws of the universe to serve his 
Kingdom through one child of his. The unseen 
hand that worked the miracle for her as she be- 
lieved for it—the very hand that multiplied the 
 loaves—guided Mr. Gordon to the village where he 
might learn the story and give it to the church for 
the glory of its Lord. The same guiding power 
has brought the story to you. May its inmost mes- 
sage grip your life with the presence of the Liv- 
ing Lord who to-day wants to apply to every 
problem of your life his miracle-working grace. 
The Finnish Gold Story is included in Mr. Gordon's 
recent little book on prayer, ‘* The Quiet Time," and 


is ceprinted in The Sunday School Times by the cour- 
tesy of the Fleming H. Revell Co., its publishers. 








ual need of her neighborhood ; of her simple bravery 


in trying to do something to meet that need ; of an 
hour of great distress when the enemy pressed hard, 
and her soul was in sore straits ; and of God's unfail- 
ing faithfulness. . This is the whole point of the sim- 
ple recital—God is faithful (1 Cor. 10:13). His 
Word cannot be broken. Prayer never fails, 

I think I will tell the story as it worked itself out to 

me, for there is to me, and ever will be, a distinct 
touch of awe—a touch of God’s own hand—in the 
way in which I came to know the story personally. 
There is a story of, guidance, guidance of an exquisite 
sort, as a prelude to the story itself. 
_ It was a winter's night up in Stockholm. The 
evening meeting was over, and a number of Christian 
friends were gathered about the supper-table. We 
we were talking, as we ate, of our experiences of God’s 
goodness. One lady present was induced to tell, 
through interpretation, a story of the unusual experi- 
ence of a friend of hers in Finland. 

It was about a woman who had to pay an unjust 

bill for. lumber used in building a little chapel, _ She 
hadn't enough money ; all efforts to get more failed ; 
legal action threatened ; then during prayer the money 
in her little treasure-box increased in amount until 
there was enough to paytheclaim. That is the bones 
of the story, - 
- Jt quite startled evenxy one who heard it. Such a 
thing was unheard of in modern times. And doubt 
was freely expressed by some of the most earnest and 
thoughtful ones present. The doubt was not of God’s 
power to do such a thing, but of the accuracy cf the 
story. The woman in her. excitement must. have 
made a mistake. Some friend was secretly helping, 
it was thought. Was she ysed to counting money? 
Was the box locked up so, that no. one else could get 
access to it? She was prabably a good woman, but 
rather excitable. . So.question,and comment ran on. 

As I listened to the story, then to the comments, I 
thought that if it were true—and our friend who. told 
it to us, and who personally knew the woman in. it, 
seemed quite assured herself of its being so—it should 
not be told until it could be thoroughly verified,. but 
that if it could indeed, be verified, it should be told, 
and told widely. So my wife and I began to slip ina 
daily petition at praying-time that if it were true as 
told, we might .be led up to the little remote village 
somewhere im Finland,.I knew not just where, to 
learn the story at first-hand, and that 1 might be 
privileged to speak in the little chapel 
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** Step by Step” (Prov. 4 : 12). 


'. Several months went by. A request came late that 
winter from Finland, but I was unable to accept be- 
cause of other work at the time named. Then came 
another urgent request for a summer appointment in 
Finland which I was glad to be able to accept. But 
it was on the southern coast of Finland, and this was 
a long distance—a full twelve-hours’ journey—from 
the village of the story. Still the daily prayer went 
up that the Father's own plan in this would work out. 

A little while later, while speaking in Christiania, 
a letter came requesting attendance at the annual 
meeting of the Free Church of Finland. I had never 
heard the name of the place of meeting before, and 
hadn't the remotest idea just where it was, So it was 
with intensest interest that we hastened down-town to 
a tourist office to see a map and find out just where 
this place was. 

A touch of awe was felt as we saw that it was in the 
far northern part of Finland, and that we must pass 
straight through the village of the story to get there, 
The date of this second appointment came imme- 
diately upon the heels of the first, It began to seem 
very plain that we were ‘‘ being taken"’ to the scene 
of the story. -And that made it look as though it were 
indeed true, and that there was a purpose of God in 
its being known and told. But I determined to sift it 
most rigidly. 

Then there came a letter from the woman herself 
who had the experience, and with whom I had corre- 
sponded in the winter, saying that she was to be a 
delegate at this Free Church meeting, and asking me 
to speak at a district meeting of ministers and others 
appointed to meet in her village a week later. Then 
came a request from the. summer school of Finnish 
Uaiversity students at a place within two hours of this 
village I was thinking about. 

Both places and dates of these gatherings fitted 
together as though it had been so arranged for conve- 
nience in travel. . The quiet sense of awe deepened. I 
felt that it Aad been arranged. There was a plan of 
action being worked out. ‘The feeling that.1 was being 
led on by an unseen Hand grew and stilled me. I was 
being led to where I would meet this person, then straight 
into her village, and into her own home, and to speak 
in the little chapel which was itself the standing wit- 
ness in wood and brick of the wondrous experience. 

I had been praying that if that journey to Norway 
and Finland were indeed God's own plan, the dates 
and places might dovetail. And no itinerary care- 
fully studied out for months before had ever dove- 
tailed more beautifully than this was doing. I was 
enabled to attend five annual national gatherings, each 
of which touched the whole of Finland, and each a 
different circle, and one less representative in attend- 
ance, and all within three weeks. 


Praying through the Details 

I learned afterwards that our friend of the story had 
been praying that her unusual experience might in 
some way become widely known, that so God's great 
faithfulness might be more. known and appreciated. 
Then when first she learned that.I was coming to 
Finland, she began printing that the doors might open 
very wide to me, but was careful to do nothing toward 
that end herself, that so God’s own purpose and power 
might be more evident. It is seen now how fully 
both these prayers were answered. 

Then our prayer had_ begun to include another very 
important item; namely, a good interpreter for the 
story.. I would need one who was perfectly free in 
English as well as Swedish if I were to get a clear, in- 
telligent understandiny of the story. My experience 
in listening to broken » aglish made me feel keenly 
how absolutely essential this was. Yet I knew that, 
humanly, it might be;aery difficult. For good inter- 
preters are rare. . 

As it turned out it was even more difficult than I 
knew. For the people of this inland country district 
of Finland spoke and understood, for the most part, 
only Finnish, the language used by about seven- 
eighths of the Finnish people. And so the inter- 
preter that would have done for me ordinarily would 
not. answer the purpose now unless he could speak 
freely three languages—namely, Finnish and English 
for the meetings, and Swedish also for the story, for 
that was the native speech of the woman of the story. 
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And as it all turned out the answer could not have 


oe a One <Gtcichteutte- tes ak 
urc ge ape ¢ ‘ —was an 
acquaintance 0: the woman of the story, She is a 
school-teacher in the ish capital, and combines 
is rare degree the intellectual spiritual qualities 
that must combine in good interpreta 
her native speech ; she has known Swedish also from 
early girlhood, and she spoke English as freely as I 
could wish. 

I heard afterward that she is widely known as a 
school-teacher, as an expert interpreter, and as a very 
earnest Christian. I have had no one in all my ex- 
perience with interpreters who combined spiritual 
grasp and insight and spiritual sensitiveness with the 
keen, accurate intellectual equipment to a fuller de- 

And I have been unusually blest in the rarely 
qualified interpreters whom God has graciously sent 
to me, This lady was on her vacation, and her ar- 
rangements were such that she could come, and she 
graciously offered to make her plans suit our need, 
and come for whatever days I would say. I have 
anticipated a little in order to group together the items 
in the rare guidance that surrounds the story. 


The Background of the Picture 
It was with an unusual sense.of awe, and of God's 
ious presence, ever increasing, that we went on to 
inland, and began the round of appointments there. 
I shall never forget those three weeks in Finland. If 
‘ever I was partons | in the current of the stream of 
God's will, surely it was then, as constantly revealed 
by the quiet, irresistible power felt and seen in the 
meetings. I had only to think of steering, steering 
to keep in the current ; the power was in the current. 

So we came to meet our friend of the story, and so 
we came to her village, two hours by rail inland from 
the Baltic coast of Finland, and so at last we came 
into her own simple home, and then into the plain 
little wooden chapel with its wondrous story of God's 
faithfulness. 

We had nearly two days to get acquainted with our 
new friend, and to learn her story, before the meet- 
_ ings began. We found that she is the postmistress. 
There really is not a village, only a railroad junction, 
whose importance is made the greater by the exten- 
" sive railroad operations being carried on here by the 

Russian Government. mA 

We found a very quiet woman, in middle life, whose 
gentle, patient face told plainly her life story of care- 
ful planning, and hard work, and thinking of others, 
Her father had been a clergyman of the old conserva- 
tive State Church in Abo, the ancient cathedral center 
of Finland, where her early life had been spent ; her 
mother’s father was a physician. 

She has been postmistress here for more than 
twenty years, a position which can be held only by 
one passing the rigid government examination. That 
means more than it would in the United States or in 
England, for the post-office in the country districts of 
Finland is practically the national or government 
bank. In the absence of banks, most money changes 
hands by registered mail instead of by bank check, 
The extensive railroad operations have much in- 
creased the volume of post-office business at this 
point, the work requiring usually three, sometimes 
four or five assistants, 

I found that during one quarter recently the regis- 
tered mail passing through her hands, whose contents 
were known, contained almost one million Finnish 
marks ;1 that is, about $200,000 or £40,000. That 
would make the annual sum passing through her 
hands that year, roughly, $800,000 (£160,000) ; 

‘though I got the impression that that was a rather 
heavier quarter than usual. Beside this was registered 
mail whose money contents were not declared. This 
at once showed the great importance of her post, and 
the responsibility with which she was entrusted by the 
government. 

Her books were as carefully kept as any bank ac- 
count books I have ever examined in my earlier bank- 
ing days; not only with painstaking accuracy, but 
with the neatness of a skilled accountant. This seems 
a sufficient answer to the comments I heard when the 
story was told in Stockholm. She was accustomed 
through years to the careful counting of and account- 
ing for large funds. Painstaking accuracy in money 
matters had become a life-habit deeply grained in. 

Then a few questions brought a picture of the sore 
need out of which the experience had grown. Fin- 
land, of course, has a state church, the Lutheran, 
which is practically the only church in the country, 
the Free Church movement being of comparatively 
recent origin, and not yet legally organized as a 





1A German mark is about twenty-five cents, or one shilling; a 
Finnish mark about twenty cents, or tenpence. 





hee oh oe Dee tee 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


church. The whole country is divided into parishes, 
a cgi = church 
one one 
English miles across. 
half English miles away, the nearest others re red 
ten, and twelve miles away. Meetings had e 
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verted, and many others greatly blest. But the need 
of a li 1 was iet friend 
in all this, as w g of 
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y of the building of the chapel was a most 
mating one, but I think I must come at once to 


(To be continued in next week's issue) 


the Boy Problem 











Do girls and women realize what a part their dress plays in the life of the world about them? 
There would be a swift and radical change in the dress of some, if they could see the influence 


upon boys and men of their present mode of dressing. 


Probably not before in this 


generation have there been any such prevailingly offensive styles in the women’s dress of 

America as there are to-day. Need it continue? Mr. Foster’s frank words are sorely demanded: 

may there be a genuine response to this protest, for the safeguarding of lives into which evil 
now finds so ready an access. 


}* growing boy has been under the searchlight 
of investigation in a remarkable way, especially 
within the last ten years. So far as he is con- 
cerned we may frankly say that he is no longer the 
formidable ‘‘problem’’ that he was once supposed 
to be. ' 

One of the most significant things that has been 
brought home to us with emphasis is the fact that the 
problems of boyhood are intricately involved with 
other relationships, and not the least of these is the 
relationship of the boy and the girl. 


It is my privilege to do my thinking in terms of ~ 


thirty thousand boys in the teen age, the entire boy- 
hood of a great city. Not that I have relationships 
with any such number ; but along with definitely con- 
structive duties I am set as a watchman upon the wall 
to sound the alarm when any danger seems to menace 
the boyhood life of the community.. This charge 


‘makes me of. necessity.a student of boyhood life in 


large cities, and I have in-mind to write with: earnest 
frankness concerning a phase of this girl element that 
appears to be a new menace—impossible as it has 
been proved to be for anything to be really new. 

I refer to the prevailing manner of dress among 
women, more especially as seen upon our city streets. 
I have no hesitation in saying that it is not alone im- 
modest, but is as well immoral ; and I greatly fear 
that we shall soon see an overwhelming torrent of 
moral laxity engulf our youth. Indeed, it is here. 

I have never known a time in any of our cities 
when the young man intent upon picking up ac- 
quaintance with a girl on the street might not be 
reasonably. sure of accomplishing this with a small 
amount of effort in certain fairly well-defined sections ; 
but never in all my observation, until lately, have I 
known a time when, by day or night, in thoroughfares 
devoted to shopping or business, a procession of girls 
sweep past a young man in dress so vulgar that he 
might fairly—even though mistakenly—assume that 
they are on parade to invite his advances, The 
dress of the girl of to-day causes her to be thrust 
upon him, perhaps at times when his own thoughts 
are far from the realm of ungentlemanly conduct, 
and perhaps with no desire on her part to arouse 
such interest. 

The seventeen-year-old boy who sat in my office a 
few nights ago anc recounted the struggles of a young 
man to keep himself pure was, unfortunately, but a 
type of many ; and the girl of chance street-acquaint- 
ance who caused him to lose his fight is but a type, 
too. That is sad enough ; but one bows his head in 
shame when the boy says, ‘‘ How did I know she 
wasn’t decent? Hundreds of girls on the streets dress 
and act like she did."" 

‘Aman of considerable experience recently desig- 
nated a certain country hotel as a ‘low resort.’’ He 
was promptly challenged by another, who happened 
to be a circuit court judge. The first man defended 
his criticism by citing the women who were seen at 
this hotel ; whereupon the judge remarked: ‘You 
are wrong. The women who: go there go with their 
husbands, and are the respectable matrorfs of the 
community. You fail to make allowance for the 
present immodesty in women’s dress ; an immodesty 
which causes me to be ashamed to meet’some of my 
most respected women acquaintances on the streets of 
our city.”’ 

Unhappily, the judge was right.“ And right here is 


the crux of the difficulty. If only immodest women 
and girls dressed in vulgar fashion, the line would be 
sharply drawn. But this immodest dress prevails 
among all classes, 

Those of us who give our lives to boys find no 
harder task than to help the boy in his battle to keep 
pure, Imagine such a boy, fighting such a terrific 
battle as only.a man can appreciate, confronted not 
once but a hundred times with indecencies in dress 
as he walks a few blocks in the heart of a city! Will 
he win or lose? 

I do not write as a fashion critic ; I write as a man 
who daily faces the moral issues raised by these 
things. But I want to be specific. There are pre- 
vailing styles of dress which are offensively, immodest. 
Among these are ; The tight-fitting waist ; the ‘«peek- 
a-boo’’ waist, in its really offensive forms (a common 
object of jest, while it goes on sowing seed for its un- 
hallowed. harvest) ; some styles of low neck and, short 
sleeves which many girls affect ; many.forms.of tight- 
fitting skirts ; skirts offensively short ; certain types of 
hosiery, The list might easily be made longer ; it is 
merely used by way of illustration. 

Women are crying out because of the libertines 
among our men, _I believe their cries rise to heaven, 
and that heaven weeps over the shame of it. But I 
say without hesitation that these prevailing styles of 
dress are loosing the passions of countless thousands 
of growing boys whose physical fight is already 
severe, 

When will women understand? I make no charge 
of indecent design against thousands of women whose 
thoughts and lives are far above such a thing. 
Granted that they are above such thoughts ; will they 
not listen to those who know these things ? 

Two girls of irreproachable character passed me on 
the street but a day or two since ; they were dressed 
conspicuously and, I should say, immodestly. The 
crossing policeman caught the eye of a teamster and 
winked, and the teamster replied with a sneering 
smile. The girls never knew of the estimate those 
two men placed upon them. 

Just ahead of me the other day walked a young 
woman whose face, apart from her costume, betok- 
ened refinement ; but her dress was of the extreme 
close-fitting type, with low neck and short sleeves, 
Young men behind me spoke in the coarsest terms of 
her ; others stopped and stared ; still others turned 
about and walked away in her direction to get a 
better look. Apparently she was unconscious of the 
fact that with her appearance on the street the ideals 
of womanhood were lowered in the minds of many 
men, : 

But it does not stop there. These women of better 
circumstances set the pace absolutely for the girl of 
small wages. The girl may have no home to which 
her friends may be invited ; her social effort is ex- 
pended in her dress, She follows the prevailing 
fashion of immodesty; she inflames the passion of 
the young men she meets ; she may not be sheltered 
and safeguarded ; and she is swept under. 

Is there a cure for it all? It is a woman’s problem. 
If going to the extreme in dress is more important in 
the eyes of womankind than safeguarding the path- 
ways of sons, and brothers, and husbands, then it 
will continue. But those who see it as it is must raise 
their voices in protest. 

Derroit, MicH. 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 29 (Review) 





exactly what to seek and where, go after it and 


N° a few people think that archeologists know 


‘find just what they — In some cases, 
on dundee: eaed lines, this is true. We know this’ 


place as old Heliopolis, and the general outlines of 


the ruins are clear enough. But he would be a rash . 


man who should venture to speculate very much con- 
cerning the details of the discoveries which await us. 
What promises most sometimes yields least. Hap- 
pily the reverse of this is also sometimes true. 


On. one occasion one of the workmen found a bit of . 


inscribed wood, and produced it for inspection with 
an air of great expectation. Imagine the general dis- 
gust when it turned out to be the advertisement of 
a brand of whisky of about sixty years ago. Some 
years since, in a deep pit that was being sunk in 
Egypt, a piece of paper was found at a depth of sixty 
feet and eagerly examined in the hope of some an- 
cient manuscript, some amazing revelation of a bygone 
civilization, which only millenniums of sedimentary 
deposits could have buried so deep. Instead, it 
proved to be a piece of a German newspaper a few 
years old. Such things sometimes follow the diggers 
down by slipping in with sand and soil. On the 
other hand, the surprises are sometimes prizes., After 
the Mission Francaise and De Morgan thought they 
had raked the very dust of Abydos, Professor Petrie 
made discoveries there which opened a new and 
earlier chapter in Egyptian history, and just now Pro- 
fessor Naville is making still other wonderful discov- 
eries there, So the disappointments and surprises of 
the excavators are many. Perhaps the disappoint- 
ments predominate, but the surprises by their impor- 
tance make up for all the disappointments. When this 
is said about disappointments, it is not to prepare the 
way for saying that nothing worth while was found at 


_ Heliopolis this year, but only as a. precautionary meas- 
‘tire to préveint us all “from running ahead too fast to 


learn things that may have to be unlearned. A 
favorite saying of Professor Petrie is, ‘‘ We shall see."’ 
So, as to developnients at Heliopolis, ‘‘ we shall see."’ 


Back to Joseph’s Prime Ministry 

.The sources of information concerning the temple 
at Heliopolis .are very meager. The only available 
description and diagram is that by Lepsius, which 
may conveniently be seen in Maspero's ‘* Dawn of 
Civilization’’ (p. 134). But Lepsius saw omly what 
a very little surveying and excavating by Professor 
Petrie makes’ perfectly plain now. Very little has 
been done hitherto toward recovery of a knowledge of 
this temple. Schiaparelli, the distinguished Italian 
archeologist and Egyptologist, made some examina- 
tion herein 1905. Down there to the east, near the 
trees that line the avenue to the obelisk, he made 
some cuttings and has given some rather tantalizing 
suggestions of great mud walls about one hundred 
and twenty-four feet thick, through which he thought 
he ‘had: discovered numerous tunnels, but has never 
gratified the curiosity thus aroused by publishing the 
full account of his work. He traced this great wall 
far enough to find; as he thought, that he was upon 
the segment of a circle or an oval. As the obelisk 
manifestly stood near the axis of the space enclosed 
within this curve, he thought it probably surrounded 
a great sun temple of some early period. Heliopolis, 
as its very name in this Greek form indicates, was a 
place for the worship of the sun. Recently, indeed 
only about three years ago, M. Capart, a Belgian 
archeologist, made extensive searches east of the ruins 
of Heliopolis in the desert expecting to find the ne- 
cropolis of the ancient city, but was utterly disap- 
pointed. Thus nothing like systematic’ examination 
of the whole ruin of the city and temple here has ever 
been attempted until now that Professor Petrie has 
begun the great work which is to be pushed to a com- 
pletion by the kind generosity of the supporters of the 
British School of Archeology in Egypt, and the inter- 
est of all those who encourage all research that can 
throw light upon the Bible. Heliopolis, the ,gncient 
On of the Bible, with its temple and worship, lies 
parallel with Bible history and revelation from the 
days when the great Hebrew Prime Minister, Joseph, 
married a daughter of the ‘‘ Priest of On,’’ which proba- 
bly means, ‘‘ High Priest of On,’’ down to the days of 
Nehemiah, when the Persian drove the plowshare of 
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Shall We Find the House of the * Priest of On’? 
In this second article about the extensive explorations by Professor W. M. Flinders Petrie at the site of the 
“On™ of Scripture, Professor Melvin Grove Kyle tells of the carly developments at the excavations 


A large number of ancient relics that have a besr- 
ing on the record have been unearthed at 
archeologist, referring to a collection of such relics, 
said to Dr. Kyle that no man could be a Bible 
archeologist who was not a Christian with a spir- 
itual grasp of Scripture revelation; that many - 
ancient witnesses to Bible facts, dug up by scholars 
who did not know the inner meaning of the Word, 
refused to yield their secrets. The ruins of ancient 
Heliopolis will yield much for the Bible student as 
their silent story is studied in the light of the Book. 
Dr. Kyle continues the narrative about the early 
stages of the explorations at ‘‘On,”’ and shows 
what light on Bible times may result; the study of 
these ruins suggests, too, what results must not 
be expected from archeology. As we move with 
the explorers about the walls and gateways of the 
great temple where Joseph walked, and where 
Rameses recorded his self-heralded greatness, may 
the message of Egypt and of Israel become a greater 
reality, and may Jehovah be seen as our living God. 





conquest and ruthless rapine from one end of Egypt 
to the other. i 

Developments at Heliopolis can not be very great 
so near the beginning of the work of exploration, and 
we must be very careful not to anticipate events lest 
they do not eventuate. ‘At the same time some inter- 
esting and instructive things are very clear, and there 
is no reason why the great multitude of Bible students 
who ‘are looking toward Egypt for help should'not be 
permitted to look in upon the study and investigation 
which is in progress here, and take part therein until 
that day when old On shall stand clearly revealed 
before us. And so they shall, though for full details 
of the work, with plans and pictures, all must await 
the annual volume issued by Professor Petrie. Brief 
account also will be found in his official statement in 
‘* The Records of ‘the Past."’ 

The first things here as everywhere in the work of 
the excavator are surface fragments that need only to 
be picked up. Sometimes such fragments tell little, 
and sometimes they tell much. If a rubbish heap at 
home in America has fragments of Rookwood pottery 
all through it, then it must of necessity be of vcry 
recent date, If there is nowhere in it anything but 
old designs of Delft and Limoges, then it must repre- 
sent the accumulations of long years. 


Fragments of Pharaoh's Time 

When at On, under our feet at camp, and far away 
toward the edge of the old city, fifth dynasty frag- 
ments and bits of curious little Hyksos vases mingle 
with pieces of the time of Rameses II and the oppres- 
sion of Israel,—fragments of the great greyish-black 
round-handled Greek amphoras of the eighth century 
B.C., and of the large yellow pots with reddish bands 
of burnt umber from the succeeding century, and 
nothing of any later time until we come to present- 
day rubbish, it is plain enough that here are very old 
ruins, and that we will not have to dig through sev- 
eral feet of Ptolemaic or Roman débris to get at them. 
Ancient Egypt lies at our feet. That this place has 
been deserted since the Persian invader wrought such 
havoc in Egypt near the end of the sixth century B.C., 
is written on the rubbish here as plainly as though 
written in a book. ~The bits of inscriptions in granite 
of Seti I and Rameses II, together with the great mud 
brick of the Rameside period, equally link this place 
with the stirring events of the nineteenth dynasty and 
the time of the Israelite oppression and exodus. 
While these little surface indications of the Hyksos 
point not mistakenly, as we shall soon ‘see, to the 
presence and probably the power of those mysterious 
rulers here before the days when their prime minister 
and fellow Bedouin prince, Joseph, was linked by 
marriage to the priesthood at this great temple. 

Almost at the very beginning of the digging the 
workmen in the trenches have found the great inner 
wall indicated by the ridge of ruins running east and 
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west to the north of the temple area, It has proved 
to be a wall running about parallel to the temple, and 
within which was a second inner wall which drew 
closer to the first toward the east. Between these 
walls, and between the second wall and the open 
roadway, and again on the other side of the roadway, 
are the smaller walls enclosing the rooms of many 
houses. These great walls are certainly part of the 
Temenos enclosure ; that is, the walls enclosing the 
sacred part of the city. The houses within this en- 
closure were priests’ houses. 

Ah, houses of priests of On! We are interested in 
**the Priest of On."' He probably lived somewhere 
among these houses, but we are little likely to get be- 
yond this suggestive probability. No one can say 
what may or may not be found out concerning priests 
of On before the excavation of this great temple is 
finished ; but considering the ten thousand priests who 
throughout several millenniums officiated here, it 
would be little less than miraculous that we should 
find anything definite concerning ‘‘ the Priest of On."’ 
Indeed, the constant wonder to the archeologist, how- 
ever it may be to some of the critics, is not that so 
little is discovered concerning Bible characters, but 
rather, taking into account the innumerable events 
and persons of that part of human history, that any- 
thing whatever is found. The proverbial search for a 
needle in a haystack affords about as much reasona- 
ble expectation. Thus will be seen ata glance the 
worthlessness of the argument from silence concern- 
ing most of the particular events and individuals of 
the Bible narrative in the testimony supplied by the 
explorations. The case-is somewhat different with a 
few great outstanding political characters in Bible 
history, ‘‘The Priest of On'’ was not one of these. 
We are especially interested in hin, but, so far as we 
know, the Egyptians had no interest in him above 
other ‘ Priests of On."’ 

Some good houses were found at some distance to 
the north of the Temenos wall which had later struc- 
tures superimposed upon them. ‘These old houses 
had fine stone doorways, and some ‘stone facings 
around the walls, but no inscribed stones were found 
by which the structures could be very definitely dated. 
The size and shape of the bricks pointed rather un- 
certainly to a time somewhat later than the nineteenth 
dynasty. 

The next development in interest, as well as in 
time, leads us away down to the east end of the ruins. 
For, as yet, we were seeking boundaries in prepara- 
tion for a systematic uncovering of the whole city. A 
low place in the ridge of rubbish which marks the 
east wall of the city, seeming to be on the axis of the 
temple area, was thought by Professor Petrie to be the 
site of the great gateway on the east. Here occurred 
an interesting and beautiful illustration of the great 
excavator’s skill. Carefully considering the line of 
the wall and the axis of the temple, and so deter- 
mining the location of the gateway and marking the 
place to dig, the workmen came directly upon the 
foundation of one leg of the great pylon. The brick 
wall abutting upon it remained, but nearly every 
veStige of the valuable stone of the pylon itself had 
been carried away. _ Careful search was made for the 


_ foundation deposits, but none were found. 


The Tense Moment of Expectation 

The search itself, however, is of thrilling interest. 
When the lowest point in the foundation was reached 
the bed of virgin sand in which the deposits were 
placed was clearly marked. The workmen laid down 
their tools to watch, and the assistants gathered 
around the professor as he stooped to put his hand in 
the bed of clean sand. Probably royal hands had 
placed the treasures there. Uncounted centuries had 
passed by, the very era of the world’s history had 
changed. What. objects of historical interest might 
lie here awaiting the discoverer! Every corner of the 
shallow receptacle was searched, but those who had 
carried away the stones of the beautiful pylon had 
known to rob this treasure-box also, and it was empty. 
With a sigh all turned . away to go -on with the work. 
Such are the disappointments of the explorer. 

Within the great wall of the city to the south of the 
pylon the workmen soon lighted upon the gateway ot 
a-large building of Rameses II. Some of the titles of 
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this king, repeated over and over in his egotistic 
fashion, easily identified the work as his. Certainly 
no one accorded him so much vainglory. The 
building had the curious eparapares an Egyp- 
tian building of not opus door in the center. 
One side was narrower by thickness of the wall, 
some twelve feet, as though the architect had made 
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the stupid mistake of forgetting to allow for the wall 


in making his measurements. 
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Missionary Story 


To get your Sunday-school eagerly reading Mission books 








If the future of missions and the awakening of ~ home Church are vitally bound up with the 
Sunday-schools, the problem of the missionary interest of the church will be near solution. when | 


' the Sunday-schools eagerly seek enlightenment upon missions. 


This story of how one. Sunday- 


school did actually get its members reading mission books, and calling for more, would seem 


visionary had the plan not been fut into practise. 


Let us get our Sunday-schools into touch with - 


the present-day acts of Jesus through his disciples, and they will feel the thrill of God’s living 
power in the world and in their lives. 


LEASE, may I have another book ?’’ 
** Teacher, the little girl in that class’ over 
there wants the book I had last week."’ 

‘Say, this was dandy! Got another ?”’ 

Remarks like those every Sunday made me think of 
doing more for the children in the way of lending books 
for missionary reading. Our Christian Endeavor 
Reading Record had proved a great success in pro- 
portion to the effort made, for in a few months last 
year nearly a hundred names were recorded as read- 
ers ; but so many of the older members were busy, at 
work or in high school, that a dozen refused to take 
even a good story for evéry junior member who re- 
fused. Through these younger attendants at the En- 
deavor meeting the reading spread into the Sunday- 
school of itself. ‘There the children were so eager that 
they came to me without my asking them. It was 
quite plain that juniors and intermediates, with their 
love for reading and their’: many spare hours for: it, 
‘a@ré the ones: in whom it is easiest to arouse interest 
in the whole big world. 

So'this year we decided to reach all aie children, if 
possible, The method used has been so effective 
that others may be glad to try it too. Indeed, its 
success might be greater in a school where the ‘chil- 
dren are not hampered by the presence of less ‘in- 
terested seniors and adults in the one room. A large 
missionary map of the world is hung up in plain 
view, Pinned on various countries, on China, India, 
Korea, Japan, Arabia, and the Pacific islands, are the 
names of the boys and girls who have visited those 
places by the Story-route. Pupils who wish to 
*¢travel,”” tell their teacher, and she notifies the 
person who has charge of the books ; then when the 
book és read, the pupil gives the name of the country 
where the scene is laid, and his own name, to the 
teacher who has charge of the map. To insure the 
more careful reading of the stories, a teacher has sug- 
gested that an incident from one of the books be told 
now and then, from the platform, the children being 
given a chnace to supply the name of the country one 
time, of the hero another time, — perhaps the title of 
the book in which the story is told, at another time. 
This has been tried with the result that there was a 
keen interest also on the part of the older pupils who 
aré ‘*too busy’’ to read : two of them consentgd to 
‘*try a book’’ themselves. 

Thus far, though no rewards or prizes have been 
offered, the demand for books is as great as ever. 
Every day when the secretary's and ‘treasurer's re- 
ports are'read, the names of the week's tourists are 
announced. as well. This local fame is: incentive 
enough.to keep up interest, as long as the books them- 
selves are so thrilling. Some of the teachers have 
co-operated by drawing out the children’s memories 
of. their last book, in the general conversation time 
before the school begins. If the book was good, it 
does not take much questioning. One boy recom- 
mended ‘‘Chinese Heroes’’ so effectively that not 
only his classmate but his teacher asked to read it. 
Some other teachers have taken ‘‘ grown-up’ books, 
such as ‘* Pandita Ramabai,’’ ‘‘ Korea for Christ,"’ 
and ‘* Fifteen Years among the Topknots,’’—whether 
for-example or for love, it makes no difference : the 
love will come ! 

What are the best books? You could get valuable 
hints from the crowd of boys which clusters-on the 
platform under the map every Sunday before school, 
if you catch their comments. I wish the excellent 


author of a book in which the exciting stories are 
sandwiched between very thick slices of description 
and morals could hear the complaint of one little 
boy: ‘It started out fine, but I couldn't get through, 
so my name's not up”’; or the remark of another : 
«It woudd have heen nice if the old fellow had stuck 
to his subject.’’. That youngster was right, as far as 
books for his age were concerned! What is the sub- 
ject of a missionary writing for boys? Surely, ad- 
venture and achievement for Christ, hereic sacrifice 
and endurance in helping others—all such material 
is ‘‘his. subject,’’ and anything else a fatal digres- 
sion, That book, with all its thrilling narratives 
made useless by the long pages of grown-up prose 
between, I regretfully lay aside for the older classes. 
But other books are praised with all kinds of boy- 
and-girl adjectives. An intermediate boy who ‘didn’t 
care much for readin’, guessed he wouldn't be both- 
ered with a book,’’ had his mind changed by a class- 


mate’ s hearty enthusiasm, —‘‘ Seen ‘All about Japan’? ° 
It's great !’’:,.A junior girl says, ‘* Topsy Turvy.Land"’ ° 


and ‘‘Soo Thah"’ are ‘‘ just lovely, and se interesting.’’ 
As for ‘‘Tamate,’’ with its fearful cannibal. pictures, 
‘*Ventures among the Arabs,’’ with its robbers and 
camels, ‘‘Chinese Heroes,’’ with its. brave, true, 
young boys,—a class of junior boys gives these books 
no rest, It seems as if they need never be returned 
to the library shelves for a week. Two copies of 
‘* Daybreak in Korea’’ have been kept very busy, for 
not only girls of all ages, but some boys too, like. it. 
‘* Uganda’s White Man of Work’”’ has just begun a 
glorious career among the boys, 

Here we have the advantage of access to a large 
library with a fine Missions Department, but other 
less favored schools could easily provide themselves 
with a few good missionary story’ books,—and 
a few good stories, in constant circulation, are much 
more valuable than many shelves of poorly selected 
ones. When the whole school is familiar with the 
books they can still be kept in use. As a little girl 
told me that «*father’’ had read every book she took 
home, and as a little boy’s excuse for delay in return- 
ing his book was, that ‘‘auntie’’ is only half through, 
a star system could very well be employed when the 
map interest is exhausted, Each child receives a star 
on a wall record, for every person whom he has per- 
suaded to read a hook, . Or outline maps of various 
foreign countries (drawn at home by some of the chil- 
dren who love to do it).might be. gradually covered 
with names of their respective missionary and native 
Christian heroes, by classes or individuals in compe- 
tition, . Again, the books may be used by the teach- 
ers, if they can be led to read them, as a constant 
source of live-lesson illustrations familiar already to 
the pupil. 

Are not such methods better than periodic reading 
contests, in classes and young people's societies ? 
Contests have always a time limit, after which.the in- 
terest flags, and in general the winning side has 
gained less than the losers gain, eramming more and 
digesting but little. Finally, is not the constant in- 
formation and appeal to the child's emotions. of in- 
terest and sympathy an. adequate and lasting means 
of increasing the offerings which help the people. in 
foreign lands? Other devices are frequently used 
with apparent success,—rewards are announced for 
the fullest mite-boxes, prizes offered for the largest 
class collections, or, on a higher plane, spasmodic 
attempts are made to inform the children about the 
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work which their pennies do. But this general knowl- 
edge about the customs and lives of individuals in 
other races who have become human, real, near to 


the i .of the child as he reads, will be 
an p> gr soi in increasing his gifts now, and_ 


when he grows older, when Sunday-school induce- 
ment to give no are offered, it will form 
a background for subsequent appeals made 
to him. He will give more at thirty if he has 
begun to care about other races at ten. Is it too 
-much to say that he will be a better man at ‘home, 
Sey i gate begun to take the world into his 


heart? A Christian man last year gave an un 
large contribution when an appeal was made for 
among our negroes here. Later we heard that ens was 


-because of his reading ‘‘ Daybreak in Korea,’’ just 


before he came to the. meeting, 
_ These are the books which we have been using so 
successfully :. 


aes About J enh im se ~ ‘Belle Marvel: Brain (Revell, , 
John G. Paton. By John G. Paton (A. 

pig Duane Street, _ Vork,. oe 

Children of China (onl unger dren), By Colin 
Campbell Brown (Revel 60 cents). 

a of India ory & unger children). By Janet 

Kelman 60 sa), nite 

China i: end an By Colin Campbell Brown 
(Revell, $1.25 net). 

Chinese Heroes. By 7 Taylor Headland (Revett and . 
Mains, <P 

Daybreak in Korea. By A. L. A. Baird (Revell, 60 cents). 

Heroes of the Cross in America (only for older children). 
By Don Odell Shelton (Y. P. M. Moesnent, 50 cents ; 
paper, 25 cents). 

Tamate. By R. Lovett (Revell, $1.25). 

Topsy Turvy Land. By S. M. and Amy E, Zwemer 
(Revell, 75 cents). 

Uganda’s' White Man of Work. By Mrs, Sophia Lyon 
Fahs (Y. P. M. Movement, 50 cents ; paper, 35 cents). 

Soo Thah. By Alonzo Bunker (Revell, $1). 

Ventures Among the Arabs. _ By Archibald Forder(W. N, 
Hartshorn, Boston, Mass., $1.25). 


Will it not pay to have books at work in your Sun- 
day-school? Try it and see.—Amy C. Kellogg, sient 
Jord, Conn. 


Revell, 
Story. 


‘Missions for Children Under Ten 


~ EVENTY children between’ the ages of ‘two and 
“Yten became interested if ‘missions,’ through the 
means of a ten-minutes’ talk each Sunday morn- 
ing for three months, on the life of a Japanese child. 
We began with its babyhood and followed the child 
through to the time she received the light of the ‘gos- 
pel through one of our missionaries ; after which she 
herself became a missionary in her own land. 

At the conclusion of each morning’s: story, ‘the 
classes were given a small box each, with the teacher's 
name written upon it, in which to put their offering. 
Each class as it made its offering repeated a giving 
verse. The boxes were then carried to the superin- 
tendent’s table by a member from each class. 

At the end of the three months, invitations were 
sent to the parents announcing ‘‘ our box opening.”’ 

The morning of the opening a special program was 
given, including missionary songs and suggestive 
recitations by the children, 

To give the children a lasting object-lesson a large 
sand-tray was arranged, representing America, with a 
miniature sail-boat bearing the stars and stripes just 
ready to leave, and Japan ‘with toy trees in the dis- 
tance. A blackboard with the names of the teachers 
written upon it was. placed by the table. This last 
morning’s offering was great. The parents caught 
the giving spirit, and the children came with quar- 
ters, half-dollars, and dollars. The boxes were piled 
on the table and opened by one of the older boys, 
The treasurer and assistant then counted the contents, 
wrote the amount opposite the teacher's name, then 
handed the money to a boy dressed as a sailor, who 
poured it into the boat, letting it drop into a dish 
with. a merry jingle, ready to be carried across the 
waters to far-away Japan. 

The children felt so jubilant as they saw the 
amounts written opposite their classes’ that they 
shouted for joy and were given an outlet for their 
Spirits in song, 

The total offering was eighteen dollars and eighty- 
six cents.—JA/rs. R. G. Sharpe, First Baptist Pri- 
mary Depariment, Indianapolis, Ind. 
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A Chinese statesman was recently asked when the 
revolution in China really began. His reply was, 


‘¢ The day that Robert Morrison landed in Canton."’ 
— From Men and Missions, New York City,—the 
Missionary Movement. 
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.LESSON FOR SEPT. 29 (Review) 
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How Marshall Hudson Found Christ 
Mr. Hudson, as many know, is the ler of the 

“Baraca and Philathea world-wide class move- 
ments for men and women; these Bible classes now 
Fog number some 800,000 members,) 


Po twelve years I had -been a traveling salesman 
for the crockery firm I had started with as a boy 
of fourteen, five years before. The time looked 
forward to had come for entering business independ- 
ently. For twelve years I had never entered a church 
to praise God. It was a life of no great outward sin, 
but a life of twelve years without God or even going 
to his house,—the best part of a life lost forever. 
Entering business with great ambition, and bending 
every energy to win success in it, no time was left to 
think of God and his claims. But God’s plans are 
above our plans, and God has left yet some faithful 
ambassadors who still go about ‘‘ taking men alive,"’ 
and who, like Paul, are willing to ‘‘ become all things to 
all men,’’ that they might ‘‘by all means save some.’’ 
Scarcely had the new store been opened, and ‘the 
customers begun to come in, when a man who seemed 
to be more friendly and more pleasant than the 
others came also. Visit after visit was made, the 
store and the wares were complimented by him, and 
suggestions given, until his name was ‘secured. 
Almost daily, and always weekly, he came, taking an 
interest in the wares, and asking about the country 
they were from, the colors and the glazes, until one 
day he was asked by me, ‘‘ Sherwood, are you trying 
to learn my business ?’' 

‘*No,’” he replied, ‘‘I am trying to see how well 
posted you are. I see you understand the business, 
and you will succeed."’ 

He was the first one to tell me this, and he had 
won my heart, and winning a man's confidence you 

pakave had wen him to.Christ, So when he said, «Come 

. sover and. hear me preach, and see how well posted I 
am,"’ I readily promised. .- 

|; >Many more invitations were given me to come and 
hear him,. and so on Easter morning, for the first time 
since I had left the church more than. twelve years 
:before, I went to keep the promise. I had so forgot- 
ten God's house that I scarcely knew whether I was 
to get a seat, and expected to wait in the vestibule 
until the pewholders were seated. Imagine my sur- 
prise when approaching the door, to see a hand of 
welcome extended to me by a fine-appearing young 
man, who said, ‘‘Good morning, sir! Isn't this a 
beautiful Easter ?’’ He then passed me to another 
man, who shook myself and my wife by the hand, 
and took us to an usher, who, after shaking hands 
with us, said he would like to know how far up we 
would like a seat. I preferred a seat some way back, 
and we entered, taking the two farthest seats from 
the aisle. The welcome was charming, and I can 
only remember that and a solo sung by the tenor, 
which,:was.so finely sung. The sermon must have 
. been good, but the welcome was in my mind, and I 
-was caught. The benediction was given, and as I 
turned to leave, the tenor was at the seat, evidently 
waiting for me, and yet he was a stranger. 

As I reached him a warm grasp of the hand was 
given, and an invitation extended to us to stay to the 
Bible-school, which would open in a few minutes. I 
had long forgotten that there even was a Bible-school, 
and I thanked_him and suggested that I was rather 
old for a Bible-school, that ‘‘I was no kid,’’ and he 
again urged us to stay, saying’ that all ages came to 

_ his school, and that Deacon Chase had a class that 
required its members to be at least fifty years of age 
to join it. I told him I was not old enough to join 
that class, and he urged my attendance on a mixed 
class of young people, I declined all his invitations, 
and, after shaking. hands with many in the aisles, I 
gained the street, my wife remarking that I knew 
many people in the church, to which I responded that 
the Rev. H. W. Sherwood was the only one I knew, 
and I had not met him. But I added, ‘If there is 
such a thing as religion, they enjoy it in that chufch."’ 
This welcome, in a place where I. had expected 


coldness amounting to freezing, caused an enthusiasm 


that I had not had before. Thata stranger should be 
so cordially received ina church! It was a fine ex- 
perience, and so unexpected, after an absence of 
twelve years from the house of God. 






The’ Point’ of ‘Cont: 
sa Becoming All Things to All Men 
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I went with my wife again that evening and met the 
‘*tall lawyer’ who was chairman of the Prayer-meet- 
ing Committee of the Christian Endeavor Society, and 
who. gave me a ‘*topic card'’ with an invitation to 
come and meet the Social Committee at the door, and 
the rest of the committees on Friday evening. This 
experience was so attractive it gave me an enthusiasm 
that lasted until Friday, and we went té see what it 
all meant in that church I had thought such an iceberg. 
We met the Social Committee, and, taking our names, 
we were introduced to all, An invitation to join was 
given, but I declined, saying I was not a Christian, 
and as I thought this was such a good society, I would 
not join unless I could be an active member. 

The next Sunday I chose a seat in the church, and 
my life was touched,—touched by the sympathetic 
hand of the man who could not only preach, but could 
win the merchant's heart by a little interest in the 
man's life-work. He had indeed ‘* become all things’’ 
to one man thathe might saveone. Four monthsofcon- 
stant attendance and watching the lives of the members 
were fruitful for God. The old life was seen to be what 
it was, —a pitiable failure,—and a feeling of great sin- 
fulness and wandering made life miserable. The more 
faithful the Christian Endeavor people were the more 
miserable I became; and the greater the desire came 
to come to God again and confess. The Holy Spirit 
was active in convicting me of sin, and he also spoke 
to my Bible class teacher, Mr. Peck, who was also a 
business man, and he sought to lead me. to Christ. 
As he obeyed the Spirit, he found, as we most always 
do when we follow His leading, that I was ready, and 
asinner. A few words for decision at a church social 
made me act, and I left the meeting for home with 
my wife, that we might together in our home begin 
the Christian life. She was not a Christian, but had 
for weeks, I afterward found, been praying that I 
might make the start. - She determined that if possi- 
ble her prayers would lead' me to Christ, as there were 
enough ‘church widows'’ in the church already. 
How God graciously spoke peace to our souls as we 
knelt together in prayer ! 

The fight began, old habits had. to go, the cards 
went into the stove, swear gave place to prayer, and life 
was a happier event each day. The Young People’s 
Society of Christian Endeavor was a great thing, but the 
Sunday-school and the church became greater, and 
we were baptized and gave ourselves to the work. 





The Gracious Approach in Winning Souls 





Just as every man needs Christ, every man is open 
at some point to receiving the message of the Saviour, 
either to accept it or reject it. Can we discover the way 
to another soul, on which our good news of Jesus may 
travel? In our Christian land the unsaved man is 
usually one who has heard the good news and has so 
far rejected it. The problem differs from that of the 
missionary who is telling for the first time the glad, 
fresh news of salvation to one who has never heard the_ 
sweet sound ‘‘ Jesus.” 


Why are we of a Christian land often fearful at the 
thought of approaching another soul about the supreme 
matter? A missionary leader who seeks to win men 
one by one at home, while he directs a large missionary 
work abroad, has suggested that the fear often comes 
because our conscience tells us that our mode of approach 
is not right. We have mistaken our duty as to what 
needs to be said about this soul’s welfare. Having de- 
cided that a man is outside of Christ and that we have 
a duty to offer Christ, there comes a danger of uncon- 
sciously feeling set on a pedestal above the unsaved 
mar ; a sensé of separation. may come and a feelihg that 
the thing needed is to correct the other’s wrong view. 
It is this attitude which our conscience condemns, and 
which often brings our fear'and hesitancy. 


Rather let our attitude be one of humbly entering into 
the other’s life interests, whether an old fnend or a new 
acquaintance, and then naturally lead on into conversa- 
tion about spiritual things. Pray always for the Spirit to 
quicken His own point of contact in your friend, that the 
invitation to talk of spiritual things, suggested by your 
conversation, may be accepted; then He will guide the 
following: up ‘of the. subject that has now become of 
mutual interest. And when.the Holy Spirit’s leading is 
followed, it always guides to one end—Jesus Christ. 
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Winning the Way to ‘‘My Young Man” 
HE first time I noticed him was one cold, blustery 
morning when I reached Sunday-school late, only 
to find that he and I were the earliest arrivals. 
It seemed everybody else's clock had frozen too, as 
did mine. He bowed me into the Sunday-school 
room with that elaborately, politely self- , and 
conscious polish that would tell a blind man that this 
young gentleman was wearing his first long trousers. 
He was so generously courteous, and showed he was 
eager to do something nice for me. For the moment 
I forgot my Bible’s limber back, and, with affected 
carelessness, I dropped all my Sunday-school books 
to the floor. I carry a pencil, a note-book, loose 
slips, and a few other things like that. By the time 
he had gathered up all those things and my contribu- 
tion—which, that morning, was in pennies—that 
rolled into obscure corners just exactly as though they 
were a profane gentleman's collar buttons, he and I 
were chatting like old friends. 

At the Christmas morning prayer service I was 
amazed to see him walk in, He had been up for two 
hours enjoying his presents, and, because he had 
nothing else to do, came to the meeting—so he said. 
We were there ahead of time ; he was full of a drama 
the schoolboys were going to give, in which they were 
to dress as girls. ‘There was method in the young 
rascal’s madness, as I found out when he confessed 
he counted on me to tell him how to walk in French- 
heeled slippers without stumping his toes and falling on 
the floor. Two elderly brethren fied from the room when 
our chat reached this point—which was unintentional 
kindness on their part, as it left me unrestrained to 
help the boy in his dilemma, He has no sisters to 
browbeat and badger and criticize, consequently. he 
has missed. all that .experience. that .comes from 
mimicking a girl. 4 

Those Sunday mornings I felt lazy I recalled the 
pleasant greeting awaiting me—for he was always 
ahead of time. He lived in a distant part of the city, 
and I confess his coming so far and so punctually 
braced me when I remembered that none of his family 
were interested in church. I never could wait for, 
breakfast with the rest of the family, who enjoys his 
Sunday morning nap. The cook used to laugh as 
she gave me my breakfast between the kitchen table 
and the range in order that I might have time to talk 
to ‘*my young man’’—at Sunday-school. 

One day, he remarked with an air of the most 
studied and elaborated indifference that he would 
become a Christian if he could learn how to get the 
practical answers to prayer I was always testifying 
about. My heart gave a bound, for I had been pray- 
ing for this boy since that first morning I saw him. 
His eyes brightened when I told him he was in a fair 
way to learn, because his question showed he was 
letting God lead him by the hand—another definite 
answer to another pointed prayer of mine. He 
laughed a pleased, happy laugh, and said it gave him 
a strange feeling of being somebody in a story. 

It was a short step to telling him he could live a 
story every day at school, and to show him how he 
could get around a ‘‘dare’’ without being branded a 
coward. : 

Before many Sundays he met me at the door in a 


| perfect glory. From the way he wrung my hand the 


six or seven different times he repeated the greeting, 
I knew what the news was before he could find words 
to tell me he had gotten the new heart. He fluttered 
in the most delightfully excited way, telling me how 
easy it was to be a Christian at school, after he told 
all the boys what was making him good and keeping 
him from fighting and from smoking cigarets and 
using bad. language. He said, ‘‘The fellows are 
regular bricks about helping a fellow to be a Chris- 
tian.’" Which was certainly good news to me, for 
most boys find it the contrary. 

Then came the days of variable news—when he 
looked older and not so happy, and the sparkle had 
left his manner, and his laugh had no spontaneous 
delight in it. He was not always so glad to see me ; 
later, he commenced to avoid me. . I was troubled 
about the boy. I made no overture—I knew he 
would come back in the old way, when he saw his 
course clear. 

(Continued on page 581) 


a> 








576 





The Review Pilot 
By James M. Stile?) 9 
Getting Started in Class eI 


N MOST large factories where they make machines 
the various parts are made by men who are 
trained to make just that or= part, and then 

there is a te baw that they call the assembling 
room. All the various parts are brought together, 
-assembled, and the machine is put so that 
it will run. Sometimes after you have been cleaning 
a bicycle and taken it all apart you will wonder as 
\you see the wheels, frame, screws, bolts, nuts, and 
washers scattered all around, whether that is reall 
a bicycle that you can ride or not. Nobody coul 
ride it so long as it is scattered around like that. It 
must be properly assembled. Scattered scraps of 
information about Jesus’ life need to be assembled 
so that you know and understand him as a man and 
a worker before your heart car rest on him in fullest 
confidence and pavlersteneiee, Remember that 
Jesus had a distinct work to do gas as much as a 
mechanic working with metal, only he was working 
in the finest of all material, minds, hearts, souls. 
For this reason we stop to review the incidents that 
we have studied separately, and endeavor to fit them 
into the picture of the man Christ Jesus that hangs 
on the walls of our heart. 


The Teacher's Preparation 
[The references throughout are to other lesson articles in the Times.] 


In the two years’ lessons on the life.of Christ on 
which we are engaged there are about one hundred 
different lessons, like separated glimpses of his life. 
One of the much-to-be-desired results of the whole 
course is that the separate lessons should be blended 
into one united whole, as the separate stones in the 
mosaic combine to make one picture, The quarterly 
review ought to have the double aim of establishing 
the facts-of the lessons of:.the quarter, and of show- 
ing .how the, lessons are united into one-cantinuous 
description of Jesus' life. Professor. Riddle presents 
acomplete summary of the facts of the twelve les- 
sons. The teacher can take this summary, and with 
a@ few questions draw out the outstanding moral! les- 
son from each as Mr. Ridgway does, and thus rap- 
idly bring before the minds of the scholars all the 
material that has been presented during the quarter. 
Mr. ‘Wells suggests a novel way in which this can be 
done. Then taking up the task of uniting this ma- 
terial or giving the new-view of it, both Dr. Clow and 
Dr. Sanders will. give plans that can be followed out. 
Dr, Clow fits the twelve lessons into the conception 
of Jesus as carrying out a ministry in Galilee. Dr. 
Sanders speaks of it'as a time of testing. Still an- 
other suggestion is made in The Class in RR om and 
the teacher will use what seems best fitted to the 
particular class to be taught. 


The Class in Session 

Jesus came into the world in order that men might 
know what God the Father was like, and that he 
might make atonement for sin and give to men the 
Holy Spirit, by which they should be enabled to live 
right lives. A large part of the Gospels we are study- 
ing is devoted to telling how Jesus taught what God 
was like. Almost at once he selected twelve men 
who were to be his representatives, and from the 
time that they were chosen the most of his teaching 
was directed toward them, He did not teach them 
‘by taking them off separately and giving them pri- 
vate instruction, but he taught them by taking them 
along with him‘’as he went among the people, minis- 
tering to them in both body and soul. Thus the dis- 
— could see what hedid and how he did it. Often 
after a period like this he did take them apart for a 
time for private instruction, and endeavored to show 
them the deeper meaning of what he was doing. But 
these two things were going on at the same time, the 


ministry to the people, the telling them the truth 
about , and the more special instruction of the 
disciples. 


In the period that the lessons of this quarter 
cover Jesus was moving about in Galilee, gener- 
ally not very far from Dacsncuann. and all these 
events happened between the autumn of the year 28 
A.D, and March 29 A.D. Dr. Sanders, in his second 
and third paragraphs, shows how Jesus during ail 
this period was misunderstood and opposed, not’ by 
everybody, but by the religious leaders and by his 
family and fellow-townsmen. The first lesson shows 
the attitude of the religious leaders.. Then there 
was a wonderful day at Capernaum, the one day 
about which the Gospel writers have told us more than 
any other day in his life except perhaps the days of the 


. to: be wasted, and how 
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Golden Text: The words that I have spoken unto you ase spitit, and are life.—John 6 : 63 


last week. This day was wonderful because of the 
great parables that Jesus gave. Hes of some 
of the great things of life. ‘First he ‘how the 
truth was received and how much of it was certain 
idly what was not 
wasted would grow. Then he began to speak about 
the new sort of life that he came.to introduce 
men. He called it the kingdom of God. . He to 
them how they might expect it to grow. It would be- 
gin small like a seed and w larger and finall 
ony Sis fruit. Then hetold them that evil woul 
absent, but that like weeds in a wheat-field 


evil would always be present until the‘final harvest. 


Then he told them how pricelessly valuable the truth 
was, This same day they had an evidence of his 
godlike authority in the way he stilled the sea and 
cast out the demons in Gadara. Then occurred the 
kindly miracles on the persons of the woman who 
touched the hem of his garment and Jairus’ daughter. 
It is curious how demons, disease, and death follow 
each other several times in the Gospels as being pre- 


‘sented to Christ and conquered by him. 


Like an interlude now come the sad stories of the 
rejection of himself at his native town and the death 
of John the Baptist, and then immediately afterward 
Jesus widens out his work. He sends out the disci- 

les two and two to try for themselves to preach.and 

eal as they had seen him do. Once more the bitter 
hardness of heart that greets his message is 
apparent, and the period closes with an astoundin 
act of kindness and power in feeding five thousan 








Titles and Golden Texts 


I, MALIGNANT UNBELIEF (Mark 3 : 20-35). 


This is the judgment, that the light is come into the 
world, and men loved the darkness rather than’ the light ; 
for their works were evil.—John 3 : ro. 


@. THE SEED IN THE: FOUR KINDS. OF SOIL 
, (Mark 4 1-20), Pie hi aire, 
Receive with meekness the implanted: word, which is 
able to save your souls. —James 1 : 21. 


3. THE GROWTH CF THE KINGDOM 
(Mark 4:: 26-32; Matt. 13 : 33). 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, as in heaven, 
so on earth.—Matt. 6 : 10. 


4. THE WHEAT AND THE TARES (Matt. 13 : 24-30, 36-43). 
Gather up first the tares, and bind them in bundles to 
burn them; but gather the wheat into my barn.—Matt. 
13 : 30. 
5. THE WORTH OF THE KINGDOM (Matt, 13 : 44-53). 
Seek ye first his kingdom, and his righteousness; and 
all these things shall be added unto you.—Matt, 6 ;: 33. 


6. A TROUBLED SEA AND A TROUBLED SOUL 
(Mark 4 : 35 to 5 : 20). 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble, Therefore will we not fear, thou i the earth do 
change, and though the mountains be Shaken into the 
heart of the seas.—Psa. 46 : 1, 2. 


7. THE RULER’S DAUGHTER (Mark 5 : 21-43). 

And taking the child by the hand, he saith unto her, 
Talitha cumi; which is, being interpreted, Danisel, I say 
unto thee, Arise. —Mark 5 : 41. ; i 

8. THE VISIT TO NAZARETH (Luke 4 : 16-30). 


He came unto his own, and they that were his own re- 
ceived him not.—John 1 : 11. 


9. THE DEATH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST (Mark 6 : 14-29). 


Be thou faithful: unto death, and I will give thee the 
crown of life.—Rev. 2 : 10, 


10, THE MISSION OF THE. TWELVE (Mait. 9 : 35 
too : 15; 10:40 to 11: 1). 
He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiv- 
eth me receiveth him that sent me.—Matt. 10 : 40. 


II, JUDGMENT AND MERCY (Matt, 11 : 20-30). 


Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.—Matt. 11 : 28. 


12. THE FEEDING OF THE FIVE THOUSAND 
(Mark 6 : 30-44). 
Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life.—John 
6 : 35. 
13. REVIEW. 


The words that I have spoken unto you are spirit, and 
ute life. —John 6 : 63. 
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ao at per he act, Lor ta that aged ag 
ot as m , for, because of it, they 
pr tomy 4 baw ik tnduntdsdindoned bnaes their 
king. But all this time the twelve disciples were 
coming to understand him better, even if the reli s 
leaders and the mass of fc ag aye not. t 
royal patience and godlike kindness he showed in go- 
ing straight on with his work amid all this. 


A Lesson Summary 

As we look over this, part of Jesus’ minieley, we are 
filled with a great admiration of his lovingkindness 
and of his courage. How few of us could be as 
grossly mistinderstood as he was, and as falsely ac- 
cused as he was, and bitterly as he was, and 
yet have within us ne bitterness of heart nor resent- 
ment against those who were thus to us. 
And what a royal courage he had and unshaken con- 
fidence that he should finally win the contest with 
wrong. We ought to pattern our Christian effort 
more after his in this, and have more of his royal grit 
in keeping straight on, even though it seems as if 
there is almost no hope of our winning the ‘Gay. 
Not one word of ‘compiaint or discouragement falls 
from his lips, but straight on he moves, certain that 
he shall accomplish the: thing that he is set to do. 
Looking at Christ during these days of his munistry 
makes us ashamed of the complaints and failures 
that too often weaken our work. Let us read again 
Philippians 2 : 5-11. 


Questions for Class Use 
1. What is the sin that cannot be forgiven? 
2. What did Jesus say were the causes of religious un- 
fruitfulness ? ; 
3. Why should we be hopeful of the Gospel in its small 
beginnings? : aR 
4. Why should we réfrain from attacking evil pérsons 
who may seem to ome | ood lives? re 
5. How much value did Jesus teach that a man“should 
place on thé kingdom of heaven ? ove ON. 
6, Why did Jesus’ send the healed man back to preach 
to the Gadarenes? ‘| ~~ gh reyeoks! fe ha 
?. Why was the woihtn whi touched his garment ‘tui 
pélled.to tell, about it to the crowd? Oo ay eso ne 
8. Why was Jesus rejected at Nazareth? ae 
9. Who was to blame for John’s death? © = |” 
10. What sort of men did Jesus select to be disciples ? 
11. What is Jesus’ promise to the burdened ? 
12. Why did Jesus have compassion on the people? 


Other Teaching Points 


It is an unfortunate thing to be misunderstood, but 
nearly all aggressive and progressive unselfishness is mis- 
understood. The world proceeds on the assumption that 
all men act with a view to their own advancement. Christ 
just reversed this, and they thought he was insane. 

A great comfort lies hid in the parable of the sower,— 
you can count on the failure of part of your gospel sowing. 
It isn’t always your fault. 

The parables of the kingdom ought to teach us not to be 
in too much of a hurry. Time is of no importance to God 
because he is eternal. It seems important to us because 
the night cometh when no man can work. If we can 
learn to think of ourselves as eternal too, it will take a 
good deal of the edge off our fret. 

How very mindful Jesus is of the small details of life. 
Thoughtful people are always thus. He told them .to feed 
the little girl when he had raised her from the death-sleep. 
It gave the parents something to do, and it was the imme- 
diate need of the girl. 

John’s sudden death was a tragedy as men view it, but a 
translation as the angels saw‘it. The important thing is 
not that we keep on living, but what we keep on living for. 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
(Mark 6: 45-56.) 

For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 
interest in the coming lesson. The suggestions and ques- 
tions are for the members’ home ae oy ae to be 

assigned in advance by the teacher.] 

Now and then we get a glimpse deep into Jesus’ 
heart. A wonderful life, we say? But see how he 
made it so. He Started out to be alone with God, 
and he stuck to his purposej for after feeding the five 
thousand, there being no other way he. sent every 
one away, disciples and all, and spent the night 
alone. hen he returned, he was refreshed and 
strong. 


1. Why did Jesus send away both the disciples and the 
crowd ? 

2. Was it necessary for Jesus to pray so earnestly ? 

3. Why were the disciples troubled at seeing him? 

4. What is a burdened heart ? 7 

5. Ought Christians to follow Christ in ministering to 
disease and sufferings? In what way? 


Evanston, ILL. 





t 


5 


LESSON FOR SEPT. 29. ¢Review) 


‘The Ministry in Galilee 


_ By the Rev. Professor W. M. Clow, D.D. 
N FOLLOWENG the course of these lessons we 


are listening to a pine had music, troubled and - 


stion of a com- 

note of the whole is struck in 

re, in the malignant unbelief 

came down from Jerusalem, the 

sorrowing aud bewildered misunderstanding of his 

mother and brethren, and the reseptivit of those 

who hear his word and do the will of his Father. we 

have set before us, as in a.pi , the character of 

+ the ministry in Galilee. lessons which follow 
fall naturally into three divisions. 

The first is the Master disclosing the issues of his 
ministry. This i es the next four lessons. 
Christ's ministry in Galilee was an unbroken SS 
in power and popularity. The p spoke his name 
with a fervid enthusiasm, ‘Those in authority paid 
him deference. The whole region round about was 
ringing with his fame. Some hailed him as the Mes- 
Others. were siting to. proclaim him king. 

erusalem and its rulers e uneasy. An un- 


ing Soiph . Peete: 
of R97 se toes 
aud be 


thinking observer would have said that Jesus of 
Nazareth was about to sweep the country and to 
rouse the people to a devoted allegiance to himself. 


But Christ knew how crude and. faulty were their 
conceptions of himself and his purpose. He saw that 
neither faith nor holiness held any place in their 
hearts. He would soon use his winnowing fan, and 
all men would discover how sadly great was the 
quantity of chaff, and how strong were the forces of 
evil. hérefore he discloses the real issues of his 
ministry. In the parable of the sower he points out 
how much of the seed is wasted., In that.of the 
tares, he discovers the darker mystery in the pres- 
ence of evil inextricably mingled with good. Yet in 
the parable of the seed growing secretly, he declares 
‘that faith and: hope and loyalty grow unobserved, 
and men have cause for confidence even when fields 
seem bare of any blade of green. ‘The harvest shall 
not fail. Then in the parables of the hidden treas- 
are, the pearl of great price, and the fishing-net, he 
unrolls the map of history, and discloses the yet 
distant and splendid triumph of the centuries to 
come. 
. The second is the Master continuing the good 
‘works of his ministry. "This leads.us to consider the 
sixtir and the seventh lessons of our quarter. - Jesus 
did not.come en ye Bnd es feed the hungry 
with er's | bis % deeds, of! mercy: were a 
Vy peteat: the outflow and ove Bie his. divine 
wer and pity. , ‘The and the centuries. would 
ave been little helped had he healed; every sore’ on 
every. Galilean sufferer’s body, .He came to sow the 
seed of the Kingdom, to reveal the Father, to 
redeem the world. Yet he could not move ‘through 
such a world as ours without stretching out his hands 
of help. The-cry of fear, or pain, or broken-hearted 
_anguish, never went unanswered. Therefore, while 
we can mark that his mifacles of healing are lessen- 
ing in number, and, as his. ministry goes on, almost 
cease altogether, here we find him still contipuing 
his works of mercy—but only when directly appealed 
to. He quells the storm at the terrified entreaty of 
the. apostles, ‘‘Master, save us, we perish.” He 
casts out the devils, when the piteous, driven, demon- 
ssessed demoniac comes out of the lonely and 
loothwume tombs with his raucous cry of agony. 
He heals the woman with the issue of blood, as her 
trembling touch vibrates along his heartstrings. He 
lays his “hand on the shoulder of Jairus, when the 
ruler fell at at his feet, as he faced the angel of death 
overshadowing his little daughter, and, in the mourn- 
ing home, recalls her life, with, his low, sweet, ten- 
der word ‘‘ Talitha cumi,” until heaven and its joyful 
reunions are seen onearth. To this day, as Christ 
walks among us in his power, and as his people are 
eyes, and feet, and hands for him, he continues his 
ministry of mercy among men. 

The third is the Master enlarging his ministry 
and his message. Here we review our course from 
the eighth to the eleventh lesson.. Up to this time 

esus had confined his ministry to the cities by the 

ake. His message had been especially adapted to 
them. Now the time: has come to enlarge the area, 
and to lift men’s eyes to farther horizons of truth. 
He goes down to Nazareth, to speak to men he knew 
and loved, with whom he had gone to the house of 
God. ‘They are ready now, if they will ever be, for 
the word.of: a prophet from their own country. ‘The 
Gospels record the tragic death of John the Baptist 
in this place, not for its own interest and significance 
alone: It is toemphasize the fact that ‘‘ his name is 
spread abroad,” .that his ministry and its mighty 
works have penetrated Herod's profligate court, and 
that soon Galilee will be too small a sphere. So 

esus sends forth the twelve on their mission to all 
on They are not = able to preach to Samari- 
tans or to Gentiles. That day will come. Then, in 
our eleventh lesson, Jesus reviews his ministry in 
Galilee. He sums up the awful responsibility of its 
people, and in one look upward to his Father, and 
one look outward, emphasized in his’ appeal to the 
weary, his ministry_is over. ; 

In the closing lesson, as Jesus feeds the five thou- 


> word, » In jit all he: was God's bread. 


‘churches. 


ee eben ee 


- THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


sand and proclaims himself the bread of life, he con- 
denses into one vivid scene his a of deed and 
for hungering 


men. 


- By William H. Ridgway 
Lesson 1.~—Malignant Unbelief (Mark 3 : 20-35). 
The voice of hate calls the best man who ever ead 
right in the thick of his doing good, a devil. And 
that was the un able sin. We found there 
was: nora | in hell, even if there isn’t in some 
e also found how-to get into the highest 


cir¢les. To become even royal, And we also found 


what is true brotherhood. 


Lesson 2.—The Seed in the Four Kinds of Soil (Mark 
4: 1-20). In this farmer-lesson I was much taken 
with Uncle Billy Watson's briar scythes, which kept 
him from getting choked out with prosperity. Re- 
member what —- were? Those scythes were the 
good things he he to support. ‘Then. we got a 
glimpse of St. Cutitups, where they plant potatoes 
with the eyes all cut out and timothy that is all 
chaff. - 

Lesson 3.—The Growth of the Sioatom Mark 4: 
26-32; Matt. 13:33). Still out at Uncle Billy Watson's, 
who says he isn’t going to be harvested until winter 
apples are ripe—late. The lima-bean lesson, where 
Professor Agnostic couldn't explain how the old white 
thing climbed up the pole and got a whole lot more 


delicious little green things. And it was in this les- 


son, too, we found that purchasing agents and treas- 
urers were generally a prayer-meeting product. 

Lesson 4,.—The Wheat and the Tares (Matt. 13 : 24- 
30, 36-43). The fellows who are sound asleep without 
a burglar-alarm. And that class of boys you have, 
—those ‘‘toughs” who smoke cigarets, shoot crap, 
chew gum, go to the nickel shows, and are so * hope- 
less" generally,—just like you used to be. Jesus 
says, ‘Hands off in the rooting up business. I'll 
attend to that when things get ripe.” Seed wheat 
and Sunday-school superintendents! 


Lesson 5.—The Worth of the Kingdom (Matt. 13: 
44-53). God is anxious that all the world shall arrive 
in heaven. He exhausts language to win men there. 
This lesson is a fine example. ‘Treasure, pearls, and 
sport. And antiques! No taste omitted.. Now just 
pick out your favorite. Are you fond of money, jew- 
elry, fishing, or collécting? Well, this lesson is to 
take your hobby, and with it tie you to heaven. 


Lesson 6.—A Troubled Sea and a Troubled Soul 
(Mark 4 :35 to 5: 20). Can you take Christ on board ? 
He wants to go along. He makes you as big as a 
Cunarder. Storms only wet the decks. But you 
must touch him and awaken him. Christ can man- 
age the universe, but he can not manage man. And 
that is the wonder of the ages, and not the few mira- 
cles where the winds and the waters obeyed him. A 
great lesson this. 

Lesson 7.—The Ruler’s Daughter (Mark 5 : 21-43). 
A man at the.end of his rope—and right where 
Jesus and heaven are to be found. And then we 
fell in with the man always ready to go, the coun- 
try doctor. God bless him! Jesus nor any other 
masterful men are in ahurry. The cream separator 
out at Uncle Billy Watson’s, and up at the Bapti- 
terian Church, and down in old Number Four. he 
Great Thrill. 


Lesson 8,—The. Visit to Nazareth (Luke 4 : 16-30). 
** Breathes there a man with soul so dead, who never 
to himself hath said, ‘This is my own, my native,’” 
—Jones’ Corners. And then we found out the on! 
place on earth where broken hearts can be repaired. 
And where ‘to go to school to learn ‘‘ words of grace.” 
And who the “cranks” are. And then Mrs. Wil- 
liams slipped on the waxed floor, and Johnny broke 
the flower-pot. If you couldn’t find something in 
this lesson—well, you'd better resign. 

Lesson 9.—The Death of John the Baptist (Mark 6 : 14- 
29). Aruler with a bad conscience after him. Suf- 
fered more than his victim. A good lesson for girls 
and girls’ mothers. How. are you raising yours? 
Can she do anything but dance and play cards and 
read novels? Is she one of those cheap affairs that 
no fine young fellow wants, and is generally put in 
with papa’s bank account and married off that way ? 


Lesson 10.—The Mission of the Twelve (Matt. 9: 
35 to. 10: 15). . Just the same kind of men to be found 
everywhere, and with Christ they have taken the 
world. Christ and his helpers were real men. The 
Master went through the-mill.. That is why he is 
moved with compassion, He knows what it is to 
push a plane or to vy atear. It was on this day we 
had a little different kind of missionary lesson. No- 
body but us Quakers thinks missionaries ought to be 
sent to the War Department at Washington! 


Lesson 11.—Judgment and Mercy (Matt. 11 : 20-30). 
Yes, you can get mad all you want to if you will just 
keep sweet and gentle about it. And then I told you 
that venerable story which is so good it keeps young 
and fresh. We found in this lesson there is only one 
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place for this two-hundred-pounds-pressure-to-the- 


square-inch generation to any rest, and that is 
in the religion of Jesus Christ. And this is the secret 
of our great men. 


Lesson ap, the Footing at the Five Thensnnd (Mark 
6: 30-34). A bit of autobiography and I hope you will 
always take care of the ‘' , and two fishes.” And 
never, never, never criticise Christians who don't 
happen to be as cold and as formal as you are. Also 
remember what the old farmer said to the colored 
begs , and if you want to be rich so you can give, 
find how to stop some waste of time or material. 
COATESVILLE, Pa, 


The Facts of the Quarter 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


HE lessons of this quarter are in chronological 
order, with two exceptions (8 and 11), and cover 
the period from the autumn of A. D. 28 to the 

early part of April, A. D. 29, just before the third 
passover. The first half of the series should be 
placed on the same day, the ‘‘ busy day,” it has been 
termed, 

Lesson 1.—Malignant Undelief: A multitude 
athers about Jesus. His friends would lay hola on 
im, saying, ‘‘ He is beside himself:” But the heal- 

ing of a demoniac leads the hostile scribes to accuse 
him of being in league with Beelzebub. This accu- 
sation is answered, and the un nable sin, against 
the Holy Spirit, is identified with the false accusa- 
tion. The presence of his mother and brethren leads 
Jesus to assert a higher relationship to his follow- 
y+ * ot aot probably Capernaum; //me, autumn of 

. D, 28. 

Lesson 2.—TZhe Seed in Four Kinds of Soil: This 
parable begins a long discourse setting forth differ- 
ent aspects of the kingdom of heaven, that is, the new 
rule of Christ on the earth. The parable is given in 
verses 3 to 9; the twofold purpose of this mode of 
instruction, in verses 10 to 12 ; the interpretation, in 
verses 13 to 20. The purpose was to reveal and to 
conceal, by pray the ability ‘‘to hear.” The re- 
sults in the four kinds of soil present the heedless 
hearer, the impulsive hearer, the distracted hearer, 
and the responsive hearer. 

Lesson 3.—T7he Growth of the Kingdom: Mark 
records only.three parables. The second.and third 
are included in this lesson ; to these. is added the 
fourth in the series'of Matthew. This grouping is 
i ded to illustrate “the growth of’ the kingdom:"” 

e parable in verses 26 to 29 is liar to Mark, and 
sets forth the gradual growth of the kingdom, Its 
progress is largely independent of human effort, de- 
pending on God’s laws. The lesson is one of pa- 
tience. The second and third parables set forth 
respectively extensive growth and pervasive effect, 
As these parables seem to have been spoken ‘in the~ 
ee their chief purpose was to*instruct the dis- 
ciples. 

Lesson 4.—Z7he Wheat and the Tares: The second 
parable in Matthew's series. Like the first, this is 
interpreted. It sets forth the early presence of error 
in the kingdom, due to the agency of Satan, but en- 
joins patience, forbidding attempts to separate the 
wheat and the tares beforefhe harvest. It has been 
misapplied to church discipline, on the erroneous 
view that *‘ kingdom” and’ “church” are identical in 
meaning. 

Lesson 5.—The Worth of the Kingdom: Here are 
gon the fifth, sixth, and seventh parables. in 

atthew’s report. The first illustrates the unex- 
pected finding of the worth of the kingdom ; the 
second, the diligent seeking for what is of true value 
and the giving up of all to obtain the kingdom ; the 
last pictures the final outcome of the kingdom and 
the contrasted destinies of men as related to that 
kingdom. 

Lesson 6.—.A Troubled Sea and a Troubled Soul: 
That this lesson immediately followed the discourse 
in parables is clear from Mark 4 : 35, 36. The sleep 
of Jesus was natural after such a wearyingday. The 
storm was miraculously stilled. The country of the 
Gerasenes was across the lake southeast of Caper- 
naum, and there may have been a place called Gersa 
or Gerasa near where they landed. The demoniac had 
all the outward symptoms of acute mania, but the 
evangelists intended to convey the impression that 
he was ‘‘ possessed Bi a large number of demons, 
who afterward entered into a:herd of swine. The 
cure of the man was complete, but he was not allowed 
to follow Jesus. 

Lesson 7.—7he Ruler’s Daughter ; A comparison 
of the three accounts renders it quite probable that 
the feast at the house of Matthew followed the return 
from the country of the Gerasenes, and that Jairus 
came to Jesus while he was teaching there. n the 
way to the house of the ruler of the synagogue a 
woman is healed by touching the hem of the garment 
of Jesus. She is then encouraged. A message is 
brought that the ruler’s daughter is dead, but Jairus 
is bidden to believe, and on reaching the hotise the 
child is restored to life. The J/ace was probably 
Capernaum., 

Lesson 8.—7he Visit to Nazareth: It is here held 
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that our Lord was twice rejected at Nazareth, 
The second rejection followed the raising of 
the daughter of Jairus; the first occurred in 
the early winter of A.D. 28, a year before. 
This lesson takes up the first rejection. _ Jesus 
attends the synagogue service, reads the les- 
son from the prophets (Isaiah), 
address. At first the audience 
then angered by a reference to the Gentiles. 
He was cast out of the city, and an attemp 
is made to throw him ong from a neigh- 
‘boring hill; but he escapes from them. - 
Lesson 9,— Zhe Deat y. ohn the Baptist : 
The date of the death ohn the. Baptist 
- was probably March A.D, 29; but’ the les- 
son covers his imprisonment, which proba- 
bly occurred in the autumn of A. D. 27, nearly 
eighteen months earlier. Herod Anti 


hears of Jesus, and thinks that John 
risen, 1e reason for John’s imprisonment, 
Herod's perplexity, and his re to keep 


~him safe, are detailed. But the indecent 
‘dancing of Salome, the daughter of Hero- 
_ dias, whom Herod had unlawfully married, 
‘led to a fatal promise on the part of Herod, 
which comgihed him to order the execution 
of John, This occurred during a * birth- 
day ”’ feast at Machzerus, a fortress east of 
the’ Dead Sea. The disciples of John buried 
him, ‘* and went and told Jesus ’’ (Matthew). 

Lesson 10.— Zhe Alission of the Twelve: 
This occurred before the death of John the 

. Baptist. The condition of the multitudes, 
‘¢as sheep not having a shepherd,’’ seems to 
have led to the sending forth of the Twelve. 
Matthew arranges the names of the ‘I'welve 
in pairs, ‘The instructions given them are : 
to confine their labors to the Fistor to labor 
gratis, to make no provision for their jour- 

- ney, to find worthy hosts, to reject those who 
rejected them, The lesson closes with a 
promise of reward to those who do kindness 

‘in the name of a disciple.” 

Lesson 11.—/udgment and Mercy: This 
lesson is connected in time with Christ’s 
witness to John the Baptist (Lesson 11, sec- 
ond quarter), in the summer of A.D. 28. 
‘The place is not definitely indicated, but was 
probably at or near Capernaum. ‘The pas- 
sage consists of two distinct parts, rightly 
designated ** Judgment and Mercy.’’ . Verses 
20 to’ 24 contain. upbraiding of the places 
where Jesus had done most of his mighty 
works, contrasting the reception there ‘with 
heathen cities, and even with Sodom. Verses 
25 to 30 contain a thanksgiving to the Father, 
and a touching invitation to those that ** labor 
and are heavy laden.” 

Lesson 12,— Zhe Feeding of the Five Thou- 
sand: The only miracle narrated by all four 
evangelists. ‘he place was on the north- 
eastern side of the lake, near Bethsaida J ulias, 
and the ¢ime just before the passover (April), 
A.D, 29. The disciples are: bidden to feed 
the multitude, and, finding a lad with five 
loaves and two small fishes, are enabled. to 
do so, in orderly fashion, The multiplication 
of the food probably took place inour Lord’s 
own hands, ' 
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The Illustration Round-Table 
LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
A duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 
tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. An important circular ex- 
plainiig the acceptance of material, and the 
year's | Pocesh calendar, will be sent for a two- 
cent stamp. 


When Growth Stops.— Ze words that I 


have spoken unto you are spirit, and are life 
"(Golden Text), In one of my early pastor- 
ates I asked one of my parishioners how she 
was getting along in her Christian life. She 
“replied: ** Very poorly, My life is a dis- 
_geace to me and to the church ; it is a dis- 
grace to Jesus Christ. I don’t understand 
why it is.’’ ‘*Do you study your Bible 
‘every day?’’ I asked. ‘Oh, no; but I 
study it occasionally, when I have time.’’ A 
little baby was lying in a baby-carriage near 


by, and I said : *‘ Suppose you should feed | 


that baby once in two hours to-day and once 
in six hours to-morrow, then let it go with- 
out eating at all for three or four days be- 
cause you were busy, and then go back and 


feed it every two .hours the next day, and | 


keep up that process; do you think the 
child would grow ?’’ ‘‘No,’’ she said; ‘‘I 
think the child would die under that treat- 
ment,”? ‘* And yet that is just the way you 
are treating your soul.’’— WW, &. Clark, Cros- 
land Moor, Huddersfield,Eng. Quoted from 
R. A. Torrey, DD., in The Sunday School 


delivers an 
is . 
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Chronicle, The prise for this week is awarded 
to this illustration. v 
A Physician’ an’s Pi tion! — The words 
that Ihave spoken upto, you are spirit, and 
are life ( en Text), Some years ago a 
lady went to c . a famous New York 
physician about her health, She was a 
woman of nervous t |. She gavi i 
the doctor a list of her symptoms, and an- 
swered his questions only to be astonished 
at his brief prescription. at the 7, *Go 
shome. and read. your Bible. an a day, 
then come back to me a month to-day.” 
And he bowed her out before she could pro- ‘ 
test, At-first she was inclined to be angry ; 
then she reflected that at least the 
tion was not an. expensive one. went 
home determined to read conscientiously her 
neglected ‘Bible. In a month she went back 
to the dector’s office a different person, and 
asked him how he knew that was just what 
she needed. . For answer the physician 
turned to his desk. There worn and marked 
lay an open Bible, ‘* Madam,’’ he said, * if 
I were to omit my daily reading of this Book 
I would lose my.greatest source of strength 
and skill.”’—JAfrs. £. S. Gunn, Waseca, 
Minn. From The Wellspring. 


Waiting the 


iv 


While for . 
The words that I have ae unto you are 
spirit, and are life (Golden Text), A Ger- 


eman missionary from the province of Shansi, 
China, tells of a man who came to the mis- 
sion station to buy a Testament, He lived 
a long way off, and had never seeu a for- 
eigner or heard a preacher of the gospel. A 
copy of Matthew’s Gospel had come into his 
hands, and he wanted to know more of the 
doctrine. When he arrived at the station 
the missionary was not at home. The man 
waited, and in the meantime read the New 
Testament through nearly three times. When 
the missionary returned the visitor was ready 
for baptism, An illuminating illustration of 
the power of the Word!—Ziisabeth B. 
Stansfield, Pasadena, Cal. From The 


Quiver, 
on Through the Bible.—7Z%e words 
that I have unto you are spirit, and 


are life (Golden Text), A friend remarked 
that a member of his church came to him 
“with; an air 43 ride, and said, ‘‘ I have been 
through the Bible five times this year.’’ His 
pastor looked at him and then queried: 
*s How often ‘has the Bible been through 
you?’? He reads and hears God’s Word 
well who seeks to realize it in his life. More 
knowledge of God’s Word will be gained 
by a single effort to live one of its commands 
than by a year of reading with no effort to 
keep the Word of God, Trusting a promise 
will enable one to know its sweetness far bet- 
ter than to commit it to memory.—J/s, X. 
IV. Lowe, Delevan, N. Y. From Sabbath 


Reading. 


The Boy that Was Different. — 7%-¢ 
words that I have spoken unto you are spirit, 
and are life (Golden Text). A friend of the 
Rev, John W. Butler, of Mexico City, found 
in an interior town in Mexico a boy who 
seemed very different from the ‘* lounging, 
heavy crowd’* im the plaza. After_ talking 
with the boy a few minutes he realized: that 
he had discovered a ‘‘ real jewel among peb- 
bles,’’ When the boy toid him that he did 
not smoke or drink, the stranger asked him 
why. ‘*Oh,’’ he said, ** we have a book at 
our house, and in this book are many things 
that make one think about things. I read, 
and then I wonder if it is wrong to do this 
or that; and I think it is wrong to use stimu- 
lants, because it makes one dizzy and lazy. 
It is the Holy Bible. It makes us different 
from the'rest' of the people.’ We are hap- 
pier, we are more healthy, we are beiter in 
every way, and I wish theré were ‘more of 
these books here. I wish that more might 
read, and understand, and: be different.’’— 
Alma H. Blew, Pasadena, Cal. Condensed 
from World-Wide Missions, 


The Queen and the Casket.— Zhe words 
that I have spoken‘tunto yo dre spirit, anid 
are fife(Golden Text), It is said that Queen 
| Victoria once presented herself before the 
| keeper of the treasure chamber in Windsor 
| Castle with a xequest for.the richer of the 
| two small caskets in his custody, each made 
of solid crystal, ‘exqaisite in workmanship 
and very costly, . Selecting: the ‘richer ‘and 
finer: of the two, she drew from her pocket a 
copy'of the Bible, and locked itin‘the casket, 
|-which: was thea returned:té its place; richer 
| than evér for the new treasure: it contained. 
The Bible stored in that shrine was.General 

Gordon's. - Ithad'been his daily support and 








solace, and was with him at Khartoum. ,* 
was worn and marked with the rea 


‘notes of daily use and daily study, which 


indicated the relation of its hero owner to it 
It was nota 


Visiting the Lesson-Scenes 


Forty-eight 
reer Ig12. ‘I 
porno wor gn time a - 
tered case will be given free. ‘Those owning 
the stereographs used with the Uniform Lessons 
in 1911 need order only thirty-nine for 1912, as 
certain places visited last year are to re- 
visited in 1912. ‘Chose already owning the stere- 
ographs for both 1910 and 1911 need order only 
twenty-nine for 1912. ‘I'welve places are 
visited during the third quarter 1912: the 
twelve stereographs cost. (Owners of the 
1910 material need order only ten for this quar- 
ter. Owners of both 1910 and torr material 
need order only six for this quarter.) ‘The four 
for September cost 67 cents. Less than four in 
one order cost 20 cents each. The stereoscope, 
through which the pictures (stereographs) are 
seen in vivid lifelikeness, is 85 cents, Postage 
or i at is prepaid. Orders should be sent 
to ‘The agen | School ‘limes Co,, 1031 Wal- 
nut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


F THE attendance has averaged good 
during the quarter which is just ending, 
and most of the pupils in the class have 

had a chance to see the various lesson places 
on successive Sundays, it ought to be possi- 
ble for the places to be recalled to memory, 
one after another, while the stereographs 
themselves are loaned for the day to some 
other class, 

‘The teacher might, for instance, after re- 

calling the main idea of the lesson for July 7, 
say, “* We saw. a part of. Jerusalem that 
those scribes used to know. 


the work Jesus was doing in Galilee. Who 
remembers how that part of Jerusalem looks 
now ?’? 

(July 14.) ‘* We have seen a Palestine 
farmer’s field that must be a good deal like 
the field of Jesus’ parable; Who can tell 
us about it?’’ 

(August 4.) Who remembers the day 
when we looked from the shore of Galilee 
down the lake? What people did we find 
there at: work? What do you think Jesus 
meant by comparing the kingdom to a great 
fish-net ? 

Some such plan as this, followed from 
lesson to lesson, will refresh memory of 
the places visited and make the underlying 
idea of the lessons more vivid. 


. 
One New Plan Every Week 


The Touch of Novelty That is Needed 
for Successful Teaching 


By Amos R. Wells, D.D., LL.D. 


ARTED CoupLes.—Place in a bowl a 
lot of slips of paper, each bearing a 
question on some point in the quarter’s 

lessons, These will be drawn out by the 

pupils one at a time, read aloud, and an- 
swered, the pupil that gives the corréct an- 
swer holding the slip of paper in each case. 
Place in another bowl a similar set of 
slips of paper, each bearing the answer to 
one of the questions in the other bowl. 
These slips will be drawn out in the same 


ry 


‘|way, read aloud, and something’ told ‘about 


each, 

Then the question cards will be. re-dis- 
tributed, so that all will have an equal num- 
ber, and. the same. will be done with the 
answer slips. Then one holding a question 
will read it, and the pupil holding (or think- 
ing’ that he holds) the correct: answer will 
read that; if the two are properly joined 
the slips will be thrown back into one of the 
bowls, and so you will proceed until all have 
been joined. 

It will be best to write all the questions on 
white slips and all the answers on slips of 
colored paper, say’blue-or pink. 

As specimens, I give the questions and 


will be visited during the 


Pap en Bit 
cloth-bound, gold-let- 


Most... likely | 
they talked there with their friends about’ 





sons 
beside himself? His own fiends, Who said 
.f1is own S. , 
‘Christ; He hath’ Beelzebub ?  Sctibes 


ble of the sower? ‘The word “of God. 

are wayside hearers in Christ’s parable 

of the sower? Those that let Satan remove 
the seed sown in their hearts. And so on. 


Lesson 3.—By what did Christ illustrate 

the gradi ess of the of God? 
eal jtiarinek 

The blade, the ear, and the full corn in the 


ear. By what did Christ illustrate the large 
wth of the kingdom of God from small 
Beginnings? The mustard seed. By what 
did Christ illustrate the pon influence 
of the kingdom of God? The leaven, 
“AUBURNDALE, Mass. ise 


, < 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** At even, ere the sun was set.”’ 

** Blessed assurance,—J]esus is mine."’... 

‘** Move love to thee, O Christ." “eS 

“My Jesus, I love ‘thee, I know thou art 
mine."* ad 

** Oh, could I speak the matchless worth.”* 

‘** Tell me the story of Jesus.’’ 

** We may not climb the heavenly steeps." 

‘‘ What a Friend we have in Jesus."’ 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book .‘‘ Bible Songs.”’) 
Psalm 1 : 1-6. {2 : 1-3). 
Psalm 25 : 1-5: (50 : 1-5). 
Psalm 77 : 1-7 (156 : 3-6). 
Psalm 90 :6 8 (183 : 1-3). 
Psalm 127 : 1, 2 (275 : I, 2). 


< . f j 
From: the Platform: . 
" By Philip E. Howard. 
APrayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 


may we find in every outlook over thy life the 
‘Truth and the Way into which. thou ‘wouldst 
have us enter! Grant unto us to-day a refresh- 
ing of memory in the things of the Spirit, in the 
revelation of thy kingdom, and in the story of 
thy wonderful works. Be thou the Master 
‘Teacher as we sit at thy feet this day, and en- 
lighten us with wisdom from on high. May 
the recalling of these lessons we have studied 
recall us to thee in renewed consecfation. In 
thy dear name we pray. Amen, 


Questions for a Written Review 
(The questions to be dictated from the desk by 
the superintendent.) 


1. By what power did the ecribies: say 
Jesus cast out devils;-and how did Jesus an- 
swer their charge ? 

2. What were the four kinds of soil in 
parable of the seed and the sowet ? 

3- Give in your own words the parable of 
the wheat and the tares? 

4. By what comparisons did Jesus teach 
the worth of the kingdom of heaven? 

5. Tell the story of Jesus and his disci- 
ples in the storm on Galilee. 

6. What did Jesus do for the daughter of 
a ruler of the synagogue?) What was the 
ruler’s name ? 

7-, How did Jesus’ home neighbors receive 
him when he visited them? In what town? 

8. At whose request was John the Baptist 
put to death? Who commanded his death ? 

9. Write out the Golden Text (Matt. 11 : 
28) beginning ** Come unto me.’’ | - . 

ro. Tell briefly the story of the feeding of 
the five thousand. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


the 


There have been published, under the title 
‘* A Prayer Before the Lesson,’’ nearly one 
hundred and fifty of the brief prayers that 
have appeared in TheySunday School Times 
in Mr. Howard's w&kly article for super- 
intendents.- Not only superintendents, but 
teachers as well; have used these devotional 
utterances before the lesson study. It may be 





obtained from:-The Sunday School ‘Times 
Co.; 50 cts., postpaid. 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 29 (Review) 
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The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


HERE are three ways in which the Sun- 
day-school hour of this last Sunday in 
:mber may be used : Ray 

1. It will probably be Rally Sunday in 
many schools. If so, it affords one of the 
few occasions when for half an hour all de- 
partments of the school may assemble in the 
church auditorium, or main room, for the 
first part of the session. It is not a day to 
provide special entertainment for the extra 
people who attend. It isa Rally Day of all 
the forces, when each department may con- 
tribute its part to the general program of the 
‘ i In a measure it is the time 
to report by departments, an inventory of 
taking stock, to show the feal condition. 
For -instance, the Primary may be reported 
as having so. many rs and teachers, 
classes and pupils, showing an increase (or 
decrease) of —— duting the year. Then, 
while the Primary group stands, a song, a 
short psalm, or group of memory texts, may 
be given. 

‘or the second half-hour the groups may 
disperse to their separate rooms. The Pri- 
mary program could be more general on this 
review Sunday, including some of the Bible 
stories, songs, and Scripture used during the 
quarter. The aim of Rally Day should be 
to win recruits as regular membets by pre- 
senting in the most effective way the kind of 
work which may be expected each Sunday 
of the year. 

2. In some ‘Primary Departments which 
have been using the Uniform Lessons the 
officers and teachers may have decided to 
introduce the International Graded Primary 
Lessons, These begin for every grade the 
first Sunday of October, so it may be neces- 
sary to devote this last Sunday of September 
to rearranging and grading more definitely 
into classes to form the three grades, so that 
appropriate lessons for each may be intro- | 
duced atthe same timé/ "(Write to The Sunda) 
School Times Company. concerning Graded | 


Helps fot Prithary teachers and pupils. ‘The | 


Primary .Course is now complete, so that 


* teachers may secure the helps sufficiently in” 


advance to become familiar with the plans 
for the new work, ), 
Make: the ‘necessary changes to-day,: so 


‘ that the graded work: may begin smeotlily at 


the proper time. There may be enough 
children for several classés in each grade ; 
a teacher will be needed for each group. . If 
the work for three grades is to be introduced 
it will necessitate at least three teachers in 
place of one’ who may have given the Uni- 
form Lesson to all. 

It is, of course, inferred that little children 
who have not yet started to public school 
will be:separated into a Beginners class to 
have Beginners Lessons. If some children 
of nine or over are found in the Primary De- 
partment a simple promotion service might 
be planned in connection with their transfer 
to take up Junior work. 

3. Some schools may observe only Review 
Sunday: Arrange separately. around the 
Primary wall the pictures you have used with 
this quarter’s lessons. © Introduce the review 
by a short talk about Jesus going about 
doing good: preaching, teaching, | Bossa 
and helping. Write two headings, ‘* Won- 
derful Words,’’ ‘* Wonderfub Works,” of 
Jesus, Number and distribute as many 
strips of cards as you expect to use pictures, 
—one number: to a class, or to a child, ac- 
cording to the size of your department. 
Number ‘** One”? may choose which picture 
to talk about first, By a few questions re- 
call the incidents, suggesting a verse of song 
or a memory text as appropriate. Decide 
whether that lesson belongs under wonder- 
ful words or works, Mark it, and take down 
that picture, so that the same will not be 
chosen twice. For instance, if Number 
**One”?’ ch ‘* Feeding the Five Thou- 
sand,’’ question about. the: ride, the crowds, 
disciples, lad, and Jesus’ part. Put a:mark 
under ‘* Works.’’ Should Namber ‘+ I'wo ”’ 
choose ‘The Seed and the Sower,’’ ques- 
tion about that parable; repeat ‘* The Seed 
is the Word of God,’ and puta mark. under 
*¢ Words.’’ Remove that picture, etc, Pro- 
ceed according to the choice of the chil- 
dren. You may be sure that the lessons of 





oils Aste MPO ees. 





most vital interest to them will be chosen 
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Be brief, to give‘each a minute or two. 
I'speak unto you, they are sprin and 
unto are i 
are life.’ Sing’ one verse and the 
chorus of ‘* Wonderful words of life.”’ 
more simple review with a small. class’ 
sight be planned, we the sand-table. 
cept the ‘* Death of John the Baptist’ all 
occurred on or near the Sea of: Galilee. 
your sand-table with the sea as the 
‘Beginning with the Lakeside Para-’ 
bles, cross and recross the lake as you tell 
of Jesus’ wonderful words and works, At 
the right time sing ‘‘O Galilee, sweet Gali- 
lee.”” Repeat the names of Jesus’ helpers: 


‘* Of all the twelve apostles : 
Our Saviour gives the names."’ 


Recite ‘‘ Back of the loaf the snowy flour,”’ 
and such ‘songs-and verses as you deem wise. 
A few of the difficult lessons might be omitted. 

Hand-work,—Let each scholar write the 
name of the story, or draw something, to 
show which of them all he hkes best, 


Cuicaco, ILL. 


. My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


HAT professional ‘man do you fre- 
quently see passing along with his 
small leather. case, something like 

this (my Bible)? What does the physician’s 
case contain? Let us see what the Great 
Physician has put into this ‘*case’’ to help 
girls, Would you name the Bible in a list 
of books for girls? We shall investigate 
that question, 

The teacher has markers in her own Bible, 
duly labeled, to which she can quickly turn 
to find (1) A. cure for troubled girls: Do 
girls ever have troubles? Name some. 
Recall the story (Mark § : 1-20) of that 
worst trouble. Mark Psalm 46 : 1, 2asa 
tiny portion to be ‘‘ taken ’’ in order to pre- 
‘vent further troubles causing us annoyance 
and fear. 

@) A cure for discouraged girls: Marker 
in ‘Mark 6.: 14-29. How and why are girls, 
discouraged ?» Recall ‘the story of John. 
Memorize as the ‘‘tiny portion ” ‘Revelation 
2:2 10... ; 

(3) 4 


eine for hungry girls and dissatis- 
fied ones: at are girls hungry for besides 


food? Recall the story in Mark 6 : 30-44. 
Use as the tiny portion, John 6 : 35. 

(4) A cure for unawakened girls (marker 
in Mark § : 21-43). In what way are some 
girls spiritually and mentally asleep? Re- 
call the gentleness and thoughtfulness of 
Jesus when raising the girl from the dead. 
Memorize Mark 5 : 11. 

Whgt does Jesus say about these words of 
his? Mark and memorize John 6 : 63. 
Give some proof of how these words gave 
spirit and life as told in any of these lessons. 
Did you ever hear a girl being spoken of as 
‘sthe life of the crowd’’? Explain this. 
There is a story of a famous sculptor, Pyg- 
malion, who carved a wonderful statue of a 


woman. So utiful was she that he loved 
her, but she only marble and had no 
life.. Finally, in answer to his prayers, the 


gods perfected: her by giving her life. The 
Christ spirit perfects a girl’s life and makes 
her more lovable. Give reasons. 

In, notebooks write : 

(1) The Bible is a book for girls to use. 

(2) The words of Jesus:in it are spirit and 
life to a girl. 

(3) This Christ spirit makes a girl more 
lovable. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 

Read Mark 6 : 45-56.. What ‘preceded 
this incident? and tell the effect of it on 
Jesus, the disciples, the multitude. 

Read Mark 6: 45-56. Find the meaning 
of **constrained.’?” Why were the disciples 
sent away. before the crowd dispersed ? 

Read Mark 6 : 45-56. ‘What benefit 
came to them through obedience? What 
new revelation did they receive about Jesus ? 

Read Matthew 14 : 22-36. What new 
incident is told by Matthew? What caused 
Peter to begin to sink ? 

Memorize Matthew 14:27. Could these 
men now be of good cheer? Ought Chris- 
tians ever to fear ? 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Margaret Slattery’s ** The Girl in Her 
Teens?’ is just the book to help you with your 
class of girls. dt may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Co., at 50 cents, postpaid, 





My Class of Boys 
By Philip E.. Howard 


NN“ much is to be gained in a review 
unless something more than a retell- 
ing of separate lessons }is done. © The 

teacher s , for himself, see the whole 

— of the review, as a whole,—the end 

the begiuning,—and then, Br} such 
y and effective, 


means aS Mmay’seem © 


‘seek to make that, picture vivid and clear. 


It is Jesus the Christ whom we are study- 
ing, not a series of scattering truths, not a 
mere movement of ordinary everits. What- 


‘ever else we may know of these lessons at 
‘the end of the quarter, we Ought to know 


Christ better; not merely more about him, 
but himself, by blessed experience in our 
allegiance ‘to him, and in his love for us. 
Every one of the quarter’s lessons (Lesson 9 
does so, indirectly) discloses Jesus. 

He, then, should be the one character 
standing out sharply in the picture, and the 
boys should see him certainly with no less 
vividness than they would see a hero of 
purely human biography, in their ‘natural 
tendency to eve. ech. 

With all this in mind, divide up the lessons 
among your boys, assigning the lessons ac- 
cording to your knowledge of each boy’s 
special needs and interests, and a few days 
before September 29 send the assignment to 
each boy, asking each to read the lesson or 
lessons assigned, and to come prepared to 
say just what he has learned about the char- 
acter of Jesus from that reading. It is much 
better to zwrt/e to the boys about about this 
than to ask them in person: Summer ab- 
sences may have broken into the class at- 
tendance and study, and a letter, with spe- 
cific requests, helps at such a time. 

When the class meets, get from each boy 
his impressions, and give all the recognition 
you possibly can to the effort of each boy. 
It will be well worth your while to note the 
comments of the boys,.as contributions to 
your study of the boys themselves, 

But have your own impressions worked 
out just as carefully as you expect them to 
have theirs worked out. When all have re- 
ported the results of their study, let each. of 


‘the boys! take ftom you a Sli ‘of ‘paper on, 


which is written’ a lesson title, or titles, .ac- 
cording to the number in‘your class: Then 
state that you have prépared some of your 
own impressions of Jesus, and as you say 
what they are, you want the boy who holds 
the slip indicating the lesson from which he 
thinks you received that impression, to tell 
which lesson it is. Thus, when you say that 
you have been impressed with Jesus’ won- 
derful choice of illustrations in teaching the 
value of spiritual things, the boy who holds 
the slip bearing the title of Lesson § should 
respond, Or, when you say that you have 
been impressed with Jesus’ eagerness to help 
those who are hard-worked, another shoukl 
respond with the title of Lesson 11. 

When you have gone through the lessons 
in this way, single out for a closing word the 
fact about Christ that you think your boys 
most need to have before them, What an 
opportunity you have, above and beyond any 
wooden and formal detailed review! ‘To see 
Him, and to show Him forth as He is! 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


1. Which do you think was the greatest of 
the miracles performed by Jesus? Why? 

2. What event occurred after the feeding 
of the five thousand that caused Jesus to send 
the disciples across the lake while he went 
to the mountain to pray? (read John 6: 1-21.) 

3- What. did Jesus see on the water that 
led him to come to the disciples? At what 
hour did he come? , 

4. What would you have thought had you 
been in the boat when Jesus walked on the 
sea? What did Peterdo? (Matt. 14 : 2633.) 

PHILADELPHIA, : 

~ 


The Study Club 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Constituency of Jesus Tested Out 
(Mark 3 : 20 to 6 : 44). 


Eke: active period of the ministry of Jesus 
in between the call of the ‘I'welve and 
the Feeding of the Five Thousand near 

the shore of the Galilean lake was, broadly 
speaking, a testing time. It had this princi- 
pal value for the.Twelve and for the people 
at large.. The former group were being 
brought face to face with aspects of the per- 


- ameng his:disciples anew family, 
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sonality of Jesus which slowly brought con- 
viction to their souls that he was not explain- 
able under ordinary, standardized formulas. 
The peor were at the same time perplexed 
by what he did and said, and_ gave various 
jplgen's which throw light upon the 
and lack of appreciation against which 
esus had to make headway. The very qual- 
ties and achievements which Schacthaws | t 
in close ae vith Jesus seemed to 
have an sp effect wpon many others. 
‘They could not divest Gatiens of their 
prepossessions with re to the cary 9 ' 
and Jesus was evérything except what the 
voc 1-9 lid gmesaes silos tad 
The c element in the case of Jesus 
was that friends and enemies alike blocked 
his work, John the Baptist, his great- 
hearted forerunner, and the members of his 
own family could not seem to comprehend 
his methods and aims. The jealous and un- 
friendly Pharisees sought to poison the minds 
of the multitudes against him. His own dis- 
ciples needed to be bolstered up in faith. 
Apparently no one took: Jesus at his true 
value and interpreted his deeds as he would 
have wished them to be understood.: — 
Yet this was the period in which he 
wrought his greatest deeds and voiced many 
wonderful sayings. - It was a year of unexam- 
led activity, all of which was purposeful. 
, nnd was not hurrying about feverishly, 
spending 


his strength at-random, but follow- 
ing a we 


I-devised plan, of which the Twelve 
were the center. For their benefit much 
happened. That they should come to place 
their absolute trust in him was the desire of 
Jesus. 

Notice how the lessons of the quarter fit 
into the conception of the period as a time 
of testing! Pharisaic malignancy, the faint- 
heartedness and childish standards of -the 
Twelve, the striking exhibits by Jesus of his 
wonderful personality and power, the abso- 
lute lack of comprehension of such rulers as 
Hered—all were brought out in bold relief. 
On the other hand, the glad acceptance of 
their commission to preach ‘and heal by the 
disciples and their success gave evidence of 
their growth. and their consecration, Even 
though Jesus found his “old homie andthis 
own family opposed to him, he had found at 
Gapernaum: a’*real center of active life, and 
Despite 
the disappointments he met with, Jesus had 
miany experiences which counterbalanced 
them. Even ifthe so-called ‘‘ wise and pru- 
dent’’ criticized him, there were plenty of 
spiritual children round about him who en- 
tered with active sympathy into his ideals 
and plans. 

Thus this period was one of definite prog- 
ress, The feeding of the five thousand, as 
the fourth Gospel shows, was more than an 
act of graciousness. It was really the final 
test of fidelity, one (John 6 : 66) which cost 
Jesus many disciples. But. this sifting was 
really advisable. ‘The..great: test was still 
ahead. 


WASHBURN COLLEGE, Topeka, KAn. 





For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 





FTER all, no matter how much is said 
against the materialistic tendency of 
to-day, it is the spirit, not the matter, 

that really counts, 

Is it not the spirit of the home that 
breathes out in the life of the children as 
they start for school, college, or business? 
What is the value of any educational institu- 
tion totally lacking school or class spirit! 
Or the business man without a spirit of pride 
in his firm. Throughout life, even-in this 
most practical age, slow death is constantly 
the result in organizations depending selely 
w mere machinery, for the emphasis 
dosed upon the letter killeth. The spirit of 
the church, the school, the individual, in- 
spires, 

Christ, the Word made flesh to dwell 
among men, left a wonderful legacy! His 
own words are spirit, and they are life. 





September 23 to 29 
Mon.—Malignant Unbelief (Mark 3 : 22-35). Th 
Seed ‘with Four Kinds of Soil (Mark 4: 
Various kinds of soil will always exist, but 
fowls may be frightened away, stones and 
rocks be made into walls of protection, thorns 


(Continued on next page) 
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is going to tell several 
thousand teachers of 
boys, every week, how 
his teacher taught him 


O YOU know Pucker? He's the boy who gives older 

people a ‘‘boy’s-eye view’’ of things. His book, 

‘* Boy's-Eye Views of the Sunday-school,'’ which was pub- 

lished four years ago, let boys’ teachers into some secrets 
that most boys know and some teachers have forgotten. 


But Pucker has a Sunday-school teacher himself who 
hasn't forgotten those secrets of boy life. Pucker thinks his 
teacher is pretty nearly right. And to prove it, he is going to 
tell just how his teacher handles a class of boys every week 
and teaches them the International Uniform Sunday-school 
lesson. ’ 


It will be Pucker’s own account of how the lesson went in 
class, Pucker’s friends will help out, tco, as he tells how 
Bulldog Jones has to be shown, and how Bumps, and George, 
and Skinny, and Fred, and Bert all get into the lesson, while 
lame Carl, the preacher's son, has a way of quietly tapping 
the nail on the head after the rest have taken their try. 

f 


‘This ‘‘Boy’s-Eye View of the Lesson” will 
commence in next week's issue of The Sunday 
School Times, as an every-week feature. 


A very definite plan and a far-reaching purpose enter into 
this new lesson-help. The ‘ boy’s-eye views"’ are written by 
a man of consecrated: ministry in the Kingdom. His plan 
and purpose are: 


To find in each lesson that spiritual truth which is best adapted 
to help boys of from twelve to fourteen years to an earnest life of 
faith in Christ. 


To show the teachers of such boys how to present each lesson 
so as to grip their atteftion, make spiritual truth clear, and appeal to 
their wills. 

>. ‘ 

To give a deep evangelistic note—for these boys are at a de- 

cision period. 


To suggest an introduction to each lesson that will get attention ; 
ene or two illustrations that will explain hard places; a picture or 
blackboard diagram for the eye; a simple object-lesson when possi- 
ble ; a good story to personify the lesson ; simple but interesting 
home-work assignments for the next lesson. 


Best of all, the writer of Pucker’s ‘‘ views"’ is a man who 
some years ago was led out of the fog of trying to preach and 
live ‘with Christ's help,’’ into the revolutionizing fulness of 
Life that is Christ. By the pathway of absolute surrender he 
was enabled by faith to let Christ live in him and work through 
him, instead of trying to live and work for Christ. While 
the presentation of this miracle-life in Christ must be different 


in dealing with boys from its presentation to adults, néverthe-- 


less it is the conviction of the writer of the new lesson articles 
that ‘‘boys need the fulness of Christ, and Christ wants to live 
in the boys; and we must pray that the Great Teacher will 
use us to show how to bring this blessed union about."* 


. (Continued from preceding page) 
pea aoe burned, and good nd en- 
ed'so that crops double in yield. ‘The 


preparation of the ground is only the means, | 
the sowing of the seed tlie great end in view. 

Father in heaven, teach us the power of 
thy word. May we realise that seed can 
take root, grow and become stron, “ with- 
stand wind and storm everyw even 
where the cleft rock in which pete exists | 
seems barren and lifeless! Help us to ap- 
preciate the sure vitality of the seed where 
thy word is sown, For Jesus’ sake we ask it. 
Amen, 


Tues.—The Growth of the Kingdom (nests 4s 
26-32; Matt. 13:33). The Wheat and the 
Tares (Matt, 13: 24-30, 36-43), 

tual growth must follow the same 
divine laws which ‘overn ail life. 

We are surp at the remarkable Christ- 
likeness of some friend until we realize that 
his Christian character was first the blade, 
the protecting sheath-home of the tiny lant, 
which has been enriched and deve 
through the years. He has become what he 
is because he was what he was. 


O thou great and wonderful Creator, 
help us, thy children, to study more rever- 
ently thy laws. Teach us to work in accord 
with thy ways, which are never spasmodic 
nor dilatory, but constant, quiet, and force- 
Jul. We ask it in Christ's name, Amen, 


Wed.—The Worth of the Kingdom (Matt. 13: 
44-53). A Troubled Sea and a Troubled 
Soul (Mark 4: 35to 5 : 20). 

The worth of his kingdom is pictired in 
‘terms of immediate value. Christ explained 
his meaning so clearly that all may under- 
stand, It is above the value of mine or soil, 
of merchandise or gem, of fisheries or real 
estate. The learned find in his realm the 
choicest of old jewels in new setting, and 
even the simple fisherman finds the Pearl of 
great price. 

Dear Saviour, thou who didst leave the 
glory of thy Father's mansions to open for 
us the gates of the kingdom, thou who dost 
bid us share thy Sonship, calling us to become 
heirs with thee, grant us of thy Spirit, that 
this wealth may make us better able to serve 
thee, For thy sake. Amen, 


‘Thurs.—The- Ruler’s Daughter (Mark 5+ 21-43),. A cee 


The Visit to Nazareth (Luke 4: 16-30). 


There are times in every life when fo 
effort is too great for the bringing of possible 
help to some sufferer. No matter how high 
the position, nor how ready the servants, nor 
how skilful the physician, death still, con- 
quers. But there is One whose coming into 
each home will call back to life all that is 
most dear, whose presence means the joy of 
life everlasting. 


Dear Saviour, wilt thou so live with us 
that there need be no sending for thee! For 
thy coming to dwell with men hast given the 
assurance of thy conquest over all trouble 
and loss—even that of death. Thy presence 
means the glory of thy resurrection, In 
thy name, Amen, 


Fri.—The Death of John the Baptist (Mark 6: 
14-29). The Mission of the Twelve (Matt. 
9235 to 10s 15; 10: 40 to 11: 1). 

The sending of God’s messengers means 
Christian: companionship, Christian hospital. 
ity and service, as well as stern denunciation 
of wrong-doing: But Christ’s teaching was 
to echo down the ages that good cannot be 
‘destroyed: - King and despot, imprisonment 
and martyrdom, only fan the flame of the 
torch which is to all mankind the light of 
the world. 

Dear Father, help us to remember that 
God is stronger than all the forces of evil, 
and that through the message of the gospel 
the right must win, no matter how long the 
battle, Give us the courage of Christ, to- 
gether with his patience. and forbearance. 
in his name Amen. 


Sat.— Judgment and Mercy (Matt. 11 : 20-30). 

Christ’s followers often err in judgment 
and often prove weak, althongh kindness is 
intended.. A well-balanced discrimination 
between censure and pity marks one of the 
highest attainments of Christian character. 
If im all of our great cities the woes which 
result from wrong were accompanied by an 
honest effort to bear one another’s burdens, 
much suffering would be alleviated. 


Dear Christ, give to thy followers appre- 
ctation of human needs! Make us fess 














bitter in criticism, more gentle in sympathy, 
and mor? generous with thy invitations ! 
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Make-us belter servants that we may fo 
our Master's ote tia. ‘ping the. fe 
about doing good and 
burdened. Amen, 


Sun.—The Feeding of the Five Thousand (Mark 
6 + 30-44). 

The food is always to be fonnd. jt One is 

t who knows the limitless possessions 

in God’s world, Lack of forethought means 

either ignorance or carelessness, and Christ 

‘came to prove that his presence is sufficient 

for every earthly need, Where his message 
is carried, the hungry are fed. 

Dear Father in heaven, teach us to real- 
ise how thou hast provided for thy children, 
and to long for opportunities of showing thy 
greatness to all men, our brothers, many of 
whom have been estranged from thee by false 
gods, Im the name of thy dear Son, our 
Lord, Amen, 





Questions in 
the Prayer Life 
Considered by Henry W. Frost 


Home Director of the China Inland Mission 











Readers are invited to submit their 
prayer problems for discussion in this 
department, addressing Mr. Frost in 
care of The Sunday School Times. 


Prayer Concentration 


* J believe my greatest hindrance in prayer 
is that, as I pray for a certain thing, my 
mind carries me away and away, and I 
* come to,’ and have to bring myself back to 
the prayer spirit and attitude and words. 
In other words, I lose myself in thoughts. 
Must this be?!’ 


HE friend: who: wrote the above: has 
touched upon an experience with which 
all Christians. are. acquainted—to their 

sorrow. For who has’ not known what 
it is ‘to suddenly find his thoughts’ in prayer 
a me control, and: far from »their starting- 
“And who has .not experienced the 
Seams of feeling: that he ‘has thus grieved 
God in the very ar lone when he was seeking 
to please him? Is there deliverance, then, 
from the repetition of such an experience ? 

The eradication of wandering thoughts is 
not possible, for such thinking is often the 
necessary one of having thoughts in s¢quence, 
where one thought produces another thought 
similar to it. This process of thinking is a 
mind-habit, and it is constitutional and uni- 
versal, It is based upon what the psycholo- 
gists call ‘*the Jaw of the association of 
ideas,’’ and it is regarded by all such as a 
fixed principle in life. The question; then, 
cannot be one of eradication. It is a ques- 
tion of regulation and control, 

To seek wholly to eliminate wandering 
thoughts in prayer, even if it were possible, 
would not be desirable ; for the fact that one 
thought suggests another thought is a very 
valuable asset in life, and especially in prayer. 
Let me illustrate, An English ‘Christian 
begins to pray for Britain and Ireland, with 
no purpose of going beyond his own sea-girt 
isles; but Britain suggests the continent, 
and the continent suggests the near east, and 
the near east suggests the farther east, and 
the person finally prays for all the lands. to 
which his mind has thus wandered: _ Or, an 
American Christian begins to pray for the 
United States with no intention of going:be- 
yond their extensive borders; but as his 
prayer reaches the west, he thinks.of Mexico, 
and ‘then of Central America; and then of 
South America, and then of Cuba, Porto 
Rico, and other neighboring islands, and 
finally he prays for each place in turn. Now 
it is a far reach fronr England to Japen,: and 
from the United States to the Antilles, and 
the minds of the intercessors have wandered 
greatly afield in going from the nearer to the 
farther places. But it is a happy circum- 
stance, both for him who has prayed and-for 
those for whom prayer has been made, that 
the law of “‘ wandering thoughts’’ was. in 
operation when prayer was being offered. 
It is manifest, therefore, that what we need 
to do in such cases as the above is not to 
restrain our thoughts, but, in a sénse, to let 
them wander, and then to take advantage of 
this through following their wanderings by 
prayer. 

To seek to obtain a complete. deliver- 
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ance from wandering thoughts in prayer 
_ would be highly unfortunate ; for doing so 
might the Holy more than 
the process of allowi ts to 
wander ever could. . is meant by this 


statement is this: to cultivate so set a habit 

of mind in prayer as to forbid the th ts 

getting a ined course might 
result in shutting out God.from prayer and 

_ the suggestions of prayer which he might 
desire to make through the very process of 
wandering thoughts. 4 : 

' Not long since I was before God in prayer 
about some local matters, when suddenly I 
found my thoughts far away in Chicago. 
The discovery grieved me, and I began to 
force m 
But in doing so the impression came that it 
was possible that God wanted me to pray for 
some one in Chicago. At this, instantl 
there came into remembrance a boy friend, 
Harry Severn, whom I had known when I 
lived in Chicago aver forty before, 
whom I had never since seen, whom I 
seldom thought of, arid for whom, so -far as 
I could recall, I had never prayed. I felt 
ashamed that this last was be case, and I 
immediately began to ask, if my friend was 
still living, that God would bless him with all 
needed blessings. This experience led me 
to pray for my friend at other times; and 
this experience led me to remember other 
boy friends who had long been forgotten ; 
and this experience renewed my prayers for 
certain college mates and especially for my 
college chum. Thus of late there has been 
a sequence of intercessions for old friends, 
who ought never to have been forgotten. 
And none of this would have taken place had 
not my so-called ‘‘ wandering thoughts,’’ on 
the day of which I have spoken, gone sud- 
denly from the locality where I was to far- 
off Chicago, It would seem, therefore, that 
we need to hold lightly to our preconceived 
purposes in respect to prayer, and to be on 

uard lest our determined choices should 

orbid the free Spirit from leading us in 
thought where he wills, 

It is to be remembered that having more 

: than'one thought in. prayer at the same time 
does not necessarily mean lack of concen- 
tratioa ; and, therefore, it is.not necessarily 

| fo, be regarded as a lack of spirituality and as 
a thing grieving to God... Indeed, the ability 
to have many thoughts and: yet to centralize 
them upon the most important line of 
thought, whether in secular or sacred life, 
shows strength, rot weakness, of mind and 
spirit. _I. know a stenographer who has 
charge of a large office. That young lady at 
one general time can read her shorthand 
notes and finger the keys of her typewriter, 
can keep her eyes on the various workers in 
the office, can listen to interrupting questions 
and answer them, and can finally produce 
the letter from her machine without a mis- 
take in the writing. Her employer gives her 
an extra salary because she can think of and 
attend to so many things at once, and be- 
cause she can do the principal thing of letter- 
writing perfectly in the midst of all else. So 
it may be in our prayers. We may think of 
many things, but we may, at the same time, 
have grace and power tochoose between the 
less important and the more important things. 
It wili be in this way often that we may best 
follow the guidance of the Spirit, and in do- 
ing so prove that we are truly and strongly 
spiritual. 


N SPITE of all rightful explanation and 
allowance, however, genuine wandering 
thoughts may remain, and it is these 

which will give the honest soul sorrow and 
concern, As touching these, possibly the 
following suggestions may be of service. 

Put the prayer life in the first place, so that 
the mind will be alert and clear at the time 
of prayer. Preoccupied or sleepy hours 
make bad praying, so far as mental concen- 
tration is concerned. 

Secure a quiet place, if possible, where 
outside sights and sounds will not disturb. 
The Master, no doubt, had in mind not oniy 
his father’s interests, but also the disciples’ 
interests when he said; ‘*‘ Thou, when thou 
prayest, enter into thine inner chamber, and 
having shut thy door, pray to thy Father 
who is in sécret.’”? Praying in public at 
times is needful. But the place of private 
prayer—if the spirit is to be renewed by con- 
templation of Christ in worship—is where 
one is hidden away from the faces and talk 
of men, and is alone with Him whom the 
soul desires and seeks. . 

Before you pray, read the Scriptures and 
seek to meet with Christ in what he has 
made the trysting-place between himself and 


mind back to where it had been. 
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yourself. Mr. George Miller, in the earlier 

of his life, used always to pray first 
and to read afterward, Then he reversed 
the order, and he afterward declared that it 


brought into his spiritual experience a 
aang for the better, Many others a4 
found the same thing true. Contemplation 
of Christ in the Word helps to make one 
realize the presence of Christ in prayer, 

Do not hesitate, if you find it helpful, to pra 
pag? ae ae sound of pues ecerena 

i to help keep thought. 
your t. ie <a vel ever know | 
much the church owes to the fact that. Da’ 
Brainard sought out places where he could 
pray aloud. ch men as he have prevailed 
with God, partly because they were so much 
in earnest—as evidenced by their audible 
prayers—in speaking to God, 


F NEED be, aside from the most private 
devotions, get some one to pray with 
you. That other person will help you 


in prayer, it being easier for two to 
gn with = one touching those things 


which they shall ask than for one to agree 
with himself as touching those same things. 
One of the greatest intercessors 1 know 
confessed to me that he found difficulty in 
praying alone. But I know by experience 
that he can pray for hours with another with- 
out difficulty. 

It will be found to be helpful, before pray- 
ing, to somewhat anticipate the things to be 
prayed for and to analyze them. For in- 
stance, this at times might prove to be a 
helpful order of subjects: one’s self; one’s 
relatives ; one’s friends, older and newer; 
the church; pastors, evangelists, Sunday- 
school and mission workers; missionaries ; 
the Jews; Muhammadans; the heathen; 
the pagan races; rulers and governments; 
the coming of Christ. The exact order is not 
important ; but orderliness may prove to be 
very important. 

Trust the Holy Spirit to help your infirm- 
ities, Believe that he is with you, in you, 
and that he is greater than Satan, your weak- 
nesses, your proneness to listlessness and in- 
attention. He-has helped others; he will 
help you, 

Lastly, if you really fail in prayer through 
wandering thoughts, confess instantly your 
sin, let Christ recover your thought, ; and 
then give yourself up to new endeavor in 
praise and prayer. God is ready to forgive 
sin, and prayer character is formed by prayer 


practise. 
all 


*“*My Young Man’”’ 
( Continued from page 575) 


Shen camé the day when I felt he was 
hoping I would ask a leading question so 
that he could unbosom himself. He was so 
miserable I did not look at him much, His 
fingers were nervous as’ he fingered his cap 
and told me his religion had all gone, that it 
had been only a passing emotion. 

I asked him if a mere evanescent senti- 
ment could do for him in school what had 
been done. I succeeded in convincing him 
his conversion had not been a delusion. 
Drearily he toiled back, but he did not get 
the joyous experience of his first conversion, 

A little mission Sunday-school, in which I 
took an afternoon class, decided on such 
early hours as made it impossible to reach them 
in time after dinner, but I saw nothing else 
for it, except to go anyhow to have the boy 
with me there and on the long walk home. 
The modest little Moravian church. with a 
poor congregation of hardworking people 
touched him on some chord, By the second 
or third visit he had gotten the very Holy 
Spirit himself, and has been earnestly at 
work ever since leading other souls to 
Christ. 

When he joined the church he made the 
responses with a manliness that was royal. 
The choir caught the look the boy gave me, 
and ‘* Praise God, from whom all blessings 
flow,’’ was sung in a rare way——because one 
boy had found how fine it is to live the real 
story—the one that is worth while. 

Interest centers in the point of contact— 
the human touch. He says that occurred 
the morning I laughed with him, before the 
Christmas candle-light service, and told. him 
how I used to feel in French-heeled slippers. 
Sacrilegious? No; it just means my ways 
and God’s ways are not the same ; my way 
would never have caught this boy. The 
Master has the most unerring human touch 
—if we would always let Aim find it for us,— 
A Teacher, 














Prof. Anderson's Process for Puffed Wheat 
and Puffed Rice requires a terrific heat. 

The guns with the grains in them go into 
a fur where the heat is 

That fearful heat—continued an hour— 
gives a flavor much like toasted nuts. 

So the grains are used in candy ng ae 
used to garnish ice cream—used in frosting 


\ And, when served with cream or served 


in milk, they have that enticing almond 
taste. 


Crisp, Airy Wafers 
Puffed by Steam Explosion 


These curious grains, with a myriad cells, 
are due to a steam explosion. 

The inner moisture is turned to steam, 
When that 
stedm is ex- 
ploded, all 
the millions 
of anules 
are literally 
blasted to 
pieces. 





enjoyed by every taste. 
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Grains That Taste Like Nuts 


Puffed Wheat, llc 2-0» 
Puffed Rice, l5c 


These are the premier grain foods, approved by every expert, 
There is nothing else like them— 
nothing to take their place. Don’t let the children miss them. 


The Quaker Oats @mpany 


‘Solé Makers—Chicago | 











Thus the grains are puffed to eight times 
normal size, And thus th = made 
S were ever 


fully twice as digestible as 
made before. £ 


No Other Cereals 
So Enjoyed as These 


Puffed Wheat and Puffed Rice are being 
served for a million meals a day. 


For breakfast with cream and sugar, 
or mixed with fruit. For luncheons and 
suppers in bowls of milk. As crisps in 
soup for dinner, and as garnish for ice 
cream. ‘ 


No other ready-cooked cereal was ever 
created which people liked so well. 
. And never 
was whole 
grain made 
wholly di- 
estible, as it 
is in these 
foods shot 
from guns. 


West 
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Again and Again 
Typewnting Contests for Speed, Accuracy, and En- 
durance have been won on the Underwood. Results 
of the National Contests held under the auspices of 
the National Federation of Commercial Teachers at 
their Annual Convention in Spokane, July 18, 1912: 





Underwood won first four places in Professional Contest. 
Underwood won first. five places in Amateur Contest. 





: Underwood won first six places in School Contest. 





Branches in Ail. Principal Cities 


‘‘The Machine You Will Eventually Buy’’ 


Underwood Typewriter Company, Incorporated 


Underwood Building, New York 











THE WASTE 
OF 
WAKEFULNESS 





is exceedingly hard on body and brain. And 
deleterious drugs only make conditions 
worse. 
Phosphate in a half glass of water just be- 
fore retiring in many cases can prevent wake- 
fulness, and always without ill after-effects. 


A few drops of Horsford’s Acid 
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‘FHE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


A Christian Workers’ Library 
for Home or School 


‘ mae Ae i f i ‘ 


‘ 





lar Now 


Send one dollar with your order and remit two dollars a month for five months, or send 
Ten Dollars Cash. The books will be forwarded at once, carriage charges prepaid. 


The Ancestry of Our English Bible 


By Pror. IRA M. PRICE, University of Chicago. A scholarly 
treatment of the story of the various versions of the Bible. _ Pro- 
fusely illustrated, idely used as a text-book. Equally suited 
to the reference library of the every-day Bibie student. ; 1.§0. 


rs Solution of Old Testament Puzzles 
How Pick and Spade are Answering the Destructive Criticism of 
the Bible. By the REV. JOHN URQUHART. You have wanted 
just such a book to bring within small compass some of the chief 
results of archaeological work, Cloth covers; 60pages. 30 


Dated Events of the Old Testament 


By Pror, WiLLIs J. BEECHER, D.D. A scholarly treatise. 
Chronological tables, accompanied by exhaustive explanatory 
notes. An indispensable hand-book for the careful student, 
teacher, or preacher. $1.50. 


500 Ways to Help Your Church. 


By THERESA H. WOLCOTT. Originally appearing in The 
Ladies’ Home Journal, the chapters of this book offer a wealth 
of suggestions for wholesome entertainment, hints on making 
the instruction of young people interesting, A book for all 
church workers. $1.00, 


‘s Light on the Old Testament from Babel 


By the REV. A. T. CLAY, Ph.D, An authoritative statement of the 


results of recent archaeological discoveries, and the light they throw.. 
on Old Testament history. The book is abundantly-illustrated, . 


many of the pictures never having been published before. $2.00. 


The Making of a Teacher 


By MARTIN G. BRUMBAUGH, Ph.D,, LL.D., Superintendent. of 
Public Schools, Philadelphia. ‘The text-book for use in many Sun- 
day-school teacher-training classes, and has also been adopted in 
many of the professional reading courses for secular teachers. $1.00. 


World Wide Bible Study 


By CLAYTON S. CoopER. Mr. Cooper knows the facts and 
methods of practised Bible study throughout the world:as do few 
other men, Out of his rich experience in promoting Bible study 
among the students of America and the Orient he has made a 
book which opens up a rare opportunity to. those who would 
appropriate new treasures in Bible study and teaching. Literally 
the whole world has been searched out for its contribution to the 
kind of Bible study that grips. $1.00. 


Our Misunderstood Bible. 


Any single book may be ordered at the price quoted. 


Library. 


found an invaluable addition to the library equipment: 


By H. CLAY TRUMBULL. This volume has gathered into com- 
pact form many of the comments resulting from Dr. Trambuil’s 
critical study of well-known Scripture passages, and reverses 
some common notions about Bible meanings, while illuminating 
obscure passages that have puzzled many. $1.00. 


Men and Missions 


By WILLIAM T. ELLIs. “ Men and Missions" meets the need 
which all the multitude of men who have been freshly aroused 
to an interest in the big world have felt. It is a straight putting of 
present-day world conditions concerning the greatest work in 
the world which appeals to men, The appendixes, full of meth- 
ods and missionary data, supply a realized lack. A meaty 
volume, by a newspaper man who kaows American men and who 
knows the mission field by actual observation, $1.00. 


Reasonable 


Biblical Criticism 

By WILLIs J. BEECHER, D.D. In this work Dr. Beecher gathers 
up the history of biblical criticism in recent years, selects the sig- 
nificant tendencies, analyzes them, and with utter fairness and 
full consideration of the value of both the higher critical and the 
ultra conservative positions, brings the reader face to face with 
most reasonable conclusions with regard to the whole question. 
It is a book of great importance, and will undoubtedly do much 
to help the everyday Bible student to solid ground. $1.50. 


The Students’ IMustrated 
Historical Geography of the Holy Land 


By the Rev. WILLIAM WALYFER SMITH, A.B., A.M., M.D. 
This book is illustratéd with about-one hundred pictures of Bible 


places and thirty-five maps, many of them in colors. With‘ Fore- - 


word by the Rev. Milton S. Littlefield. It is a popular reading 
manual and text-book for teachers ahd clergy, and an illumi- 
nating co of*lessons:for the Sunday-school, to be used in the 


history an@geogtaphy ages,. Thebook is designed:for extensive 
use_in private study, in supplemental work in classes above the 
elementary grades, and in teacher-training classes that desire to 
do especially careful work in the combined fields of history and 
geography. 7§ cents. 


' Historical Charts of the Life and Ministry of Christ 


With an Outline Harmony of the Gospels. By GEORGE E. 
CroscuP, B.A. The distinctive feature of this work is found in 
the two sheets of folding charts bound in at the back of the vol- 
ume. In addition to these principal features of charts and har- 
mony there are other things: an abundant bibliography of books 
to consult, a pronouncing and explanatory dictionary of proper 
names, lists of the miracles and parables of Jesus, an outline of 
the Jewish calendar, a diagram of the Herodian family, and a 
brief record of the twelve apostles. To all of which Professor 
Riddle gives an appreciative Introduction. This is destined to 
become a standard work, necessary to every Bible student's 
equipment, $1.00, 


Studies in Oriental Social Life 


By H. CLAY TRUMBULL, A rich fund of side-lights on Bible 


» characters and customs as studied in the life of the East by a keen- 


eyed American scholar who knew how to see and say the things 
that every one wants to know about Oriental customs. $1.50, 


Total, $15.05 at Regular Prices 


Books that give light on Bible study, make for improved methods in Sunday- 
school work, and inspire’ toward richer service, are all included in the list. 


Remember Our Terms 


$Y | 00 scene sr, Cash ‘ith"sraer, 9] () 00 


e== (Carriage charges prepaid.) 


At the above exceptionally low price no substitution of books ‘or modification of terms can be allowed. 


The call to-day is for trained workers in every line of endeavor. This library brings right to your 
home the result of years of study and practical experience by ‘the various’ specialists. Each book is a store- 


~ house of ideas and valuable suggestions. 


Sunday-schools and Bible classes everywhere will find this an excellent addition to their Workers’ 


If there is none in your school, this will make a good beginning. 


For the thoughtful Sunday-school worker, for the busy pastor, for the earnest Bible student, it will be 


The Sunday School Times Company, - “ 


---i@31 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The Litenin Express 
By Isla May Mullins 


NEW house was being built across the 
street from where Dicky Drayton lived, 
and Dicky had watched the carpenters 

at work with the test interest. 

One day he said to his father, “* Mr, Jones, 
the carpenter, says he will make me a nice 
w if you want to have him.””_. 

r. Drayton smiled, for he felt pretty sure 
Dicky had first said to Mr. jones, ‘* Won’t 
you please make me a wagon ; ”” ‘Then they 
went over to see Mr. Jones about it, 

When they had talked it allover, what size 
it was to be, what kind of wheels, etc., Mr. 
Drayton said : ny, 

**Now, Mr. Jones, there is one thing I 
want to ask you: Do you think you can 
make an accommodating wagon? You see, 
Dicky and I don’t want one of these red, 
painted. things you can get at the stores, for 
they are so apt to be all for fun. They are 
selfish, and only want to do just what pleases 
them. What we want is a nice, homey sort 
of wagon that is willing to do kindly er- 
rands,—an obliging little turn-out.”’ . 

Mr, Jones looked down at Dicky’s wonder- 
ing eyes with a twinkle in his own. 

** Why, I am pretty sure 1 can, Mr. Dray- 
ton, I know just what you and Dicky want.’’ 

So Mr. Drayton and Dicky walked away 
hand in hand and talked it all over, —how nice 
it was going to be when mother sometimes 
asked him to go to the grocery for a belated 
order to find that sturdy little wagon all ready 
to fly around the corner, 

Well, two or three days later the wagon 
was finished, and Dicky drove gaily up and 
down the front pavement .and around the 
yard, while the wagon proved so accommo- 
dating as to errands that Dicky actually 
begged mother to send him after things, and 
the little turnout made such’ fine speed that 
Dicky. printed.in big. letters. on its side, Lit- 
+EKIN: Express,’ ~Dicky even carried; with lit- 
tle brother’s help; a monstrous bundle o/ 
clothes»several blocks away-an his"! wagon, 
and there seemed almost nothing that he and 
the Litenin Express were not willing to un. 
dertake. The little turnout was simply per. 
fect except for one thing : Dicky thought he 
really needed a little dog to run beside the 
wagon and bark ! 

Everything went beautifully for at least a 
week, and then one morning Dicky was play. 
ing marbles with a lot of boys at Willie Dow’s, 
nex: door, and mother called him to take his 
wagon quick and go for some sugar which 
the grocer had not sent, and which she must 
have at once, for there would be company at 
dinner, Then came trouble. Dicky didn’t 
want to go,—in fact he said he wouldn’t go. 

Mother went sorrowfully away, while Dicky 
looked in another direction and continued to 
say he wouldn’t go. Some of the other boys 
assured him they certainly wouldn’t do it 
either if they were in his place. 

Then suddenly he looked crossly over into 
his.own yard, and there stood the Litenin 
Express, ready and willing at the back door ! 

With a dash Dicky was out of Willie Dow's 
yard and standing at kis own back-door wait- 
ing orders from mother... Soon he was’ off 
with his wagon, though he didn’t want to go 
one bit and leave that game of marbles ; so 
the tears dropped down his cheeks as he 
went along to the grocery.’ There were still 
traces of them left when the grocery man 
leaned brightly over the counter and asked 
what he would have. The grocery man liked 
the little boy very much, for several times 
Dicky and his wagon had done errands for 
him when it had accommodated him greatly. 

When the sugar was put up, and Dicky 
was ready to. go, the grocer exclaimed, as 
though he had just thought of it, ‘‘ Why, 
Dicky, you have come just at the right min- 
ute. I’ve got a mighty pretty little dog here 
that I don’t know what todo with. It’s 
been bothering me all the morning. I wish 
you would take him home with you and keep 
him.’’ The grocer had often heard how 
badly Dicky needed a dog. 

Dicky’s eyes glistened in reply till every 
tear-drop vanished, and when he and the 
Litenin Express and the little doggie, who 


-| had at once made friends with him, appeared 


at mother’s back-door, she smiled down upon 
the happiest little boy in town. 
LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY. 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 29 (Review) 





Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 











Sunday, September 29 
Missionary Boldness (Acts 4 : 13, 23-31). 


Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Peter's defense (Acts 2 : 14-21). 
‘TuEs.—Christ's instruction (Matt. 10 : 16, 


24-32). 
WED.—Paul unafraid (Acts 9 : 26-31). 
THURS.—Bold confidence (Rom. 1 : 13-17). 
vlesaiibnbes” Hee yet brave (2 Tim, 4: 14- 


18). 
Sat.—The — of boldness (Acts 26 : 15- 
19 ; 














Give one instance of true bravery. 
How may we exhibit boldness ? 
To what dangers are missionaries exposed ? 


Bi fee entry in David Livingstone’s journal 


for January 14, 1856, is as good an in- 
stance of true, quiet, fearless mission- 
ary devotion as one can find : 


Evening—Felt much turmoil of spirit in view 
of having all my plans for the welfare of this 
great region and teeming population knocked 
on the head by sav to-morrow. But I read 
that Jesus came and said, ‘‘ All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye there- 
fore and teach all nations, .. . and lo, /am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world.” It 
is the word of a gentleman of the most sacred 
-and strictest honor, and there is an end on’t. I 
will not cross furtively by night as I intended. 
It would appear as flight, and should such a 
man as I flee? Nay, verily, I shall take obser- 
vations for latitude and longitude to-night, 
though they may be the last. feel quite calm 
now, thank God, 


' A, C. Good, one of the pioneers of the 
American Mission in the German Kamerun 


dm West Africa, was. one of those. mission- 


aries who-never flinch and who do unboast- 
ingly every duty. Miss Ellen C, Pursons has 
told 


his life-story charmingly in:** A Life for | 

it Atfricd.*-- He-was-of thie best type!of Amer- |: 

ican country: boys, simple, alert, self-reliant, . 
patient, 


resolute, , modest;: true. 
Twelve years. covered his: work: for his: Mas- 


. ter, -. It was another life in which the hero- 
. ism of the whole life swallowed up and ob- 


scured those trivial dangers, threatenings, 
tragic situations, and escapes which are the 
commonplace of missionary history. 

The quiet, heroic, unselfishness of the man 
is illustrated in what he calls his ‘‘ unvar- 
nished selfishness’’ in a letter to his wife : 
**In the present state of our mission there is 
no honorable course for me but to stay on 
the old craft as long as I possibly can. The 
Board, the Church, and you would despise 
me if I were to leave the field now. If ever 
I go home, I want to go with nothing to be 
ashamed of. But I will tell you what I have 
done, and you. will vote it about the most 
selfish thing I ever proposed. I laid a re- 
quest before the Mission which opens the 
way for you to come out again. .. . When I 
think of the comforts and the friends that 
surround you, inviting you. out to this land 
of bush and mosquitoes to relieve my loneli- 
ness seems unvarnished selfishness. . . . Even- 
ings. are most lonely when mosquitoes make 
it impossible to read or write, and I can only 
walk the floor and think. But don’t worry ; 
I am not going to die of homesickness in a 
hurry. , . . To leave work here for personal 
comfort would be little less than treason.”’ 
This was his spirit, and in this spirit opening 
a way into the interior, he died of fever, 

** It is well that I die upon the field, 
Where I have lived and worked and fought } 
I die upon my shield.”’ 

And there are missionary boldnesses on 
the part of some native Christians which are 
proof of the power of Christ to make even 
the weak strong. The Laos Mission was 
born of such sacrifice. In 1868 the first con- 
verts, eight in all, were arrested. Two were 
taken before the authorities and confessed 
that they had forsaken Booddhism. The 
death-yoke was then put around their necks 
and a small rope was passed through holes 
in their ears and carried tightly over the 
beam of the house. After a night of torture 
they still refused to deny Christ, and were 
told to prepare for execution. Taken off 
into the jungle, they were pounded to death 
with clubs, and one of them who lived too 
long under this punishment was also thrust 


The Young People’s | 
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through the a a Fy en of 
ese two martyrs is now represen more 
ars Christians, . ta 


displayed in missions are among the Mos- 
lems. The life and death of Mirza Ibrahim 
were illustrations of this, A few years ago 
at Khoi, in Persia, this Muhammadan ac- 


cepted and confessed Christ. His wife, chil- | 


dren, and prey. were taken from him, and, 
though sick and feeble, he was forced to flee. 
At Urumia he found refuge with the mission- 
aries ; but he was bent upon preaching Christ, 
and he was: soon summoned before the gov- 
ernor and beaten, even the governor kicking 
him. He resisted bribery, by which he was 
tempted to deny Jesus, and was thrown into 

rison with a chain about his neck and his 
eet in the stocks. From the Urumia prison 
he was removed to Tabriz, where he was 
cay in an underground dungeon with an 
ron collar about his neck. 

The government feared to execute the law 
of Islam, that apostates must be put to death, 
knowing that if this were done openly, it 
would help Mirza Ibrahim’s cause by letting 
all the people know that an intelligent Mos- 
lem had rejected Islam and become a Chris- 
tian. So he was slowly abused to death, 
and then, the Moslems refusing him burial, 
was buried by night by some Christians in 
the grave of a rich Moslem whose body had 
been removed to another burying-ground. 
Like his Master, he made his grave with the 
rich, as, like his Master, he had fearlessly 


borne witness to the truth by his life, and his. 


death, 


‘Where others were. brave..to suffer, we 


surely ought to be loyal to sympathize and to: 


support, 








A Food Convert 
Good Food the True Road to Health 


The ge ay habit some persons still 

have of relying on nauseous drugs to re- 

lieve stomach trouble keeps up the 

potent medicine business, and helps 
éep up. the army of dyspeptics, 

Indigestion—dyspepsia—is caused by 
what is put into the stomach in the way 
of improper food, the kind that so taxes 
the strength of the digestive organs that 
they are actually crippled. 

hen this state is reached, to resort 
to tonics is like whipping a tired horse 
with a big load. Every additional effort 
he makes under the lash diminishes his 
power to move the load. 

Try helping the stomach by leavin 
off heavy, greasy, indigestible food, an 
take on Grape-Nuts—light, easily di- 
a full of strength for nerves and 

rain, in every grain of it. There’s no 
waste of time nor energy when Grape- 
Nuts is the food. 

‘“‘T aman enthusiastic user of Gra 
Nuts and consider it an ideal food,” 
writes @ Maine man. 

**T had nervous dyspepsia and was all 
run down, and my food seemed to do me 
but little good. From reading an adver- 
tisement I tried Grape-Nuts food, and, 
after a few weeks’ steady use of it, felt 
greatly improved. ' 

‘‘ Am much stronger, not nervous now, 
and can do more work without feeling 
so tired, and am better every way. 

**I relish Grape-Nuts best with cream, 
and use four heaping teaspoonfuls as the 
cereal part of a meal. I am sure there 
are thousands of persons with stomach 
trouble who would be benefited by using 
Grape-Nuts.” Name given by Postum 
Cé., Battle Creek, Mich. Read the little 
book, ‘‘ The Road to Wellville,” in pkgs. 
‘‘There’s a reason.” 


Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
imterest. ; 
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- Take Tour Two 
~ For Instance’ 


With the World’s Sunday School Convention (Zurich, 


Switzerland, July 


8-15, 1913) as the objective. 





23—Monday 


24—Tuesday 
25— Wednesday 
26—Thursday 
27—Frida 
28—Saturday 
29—Sunday 
go—Monday 
July 1—Tuesday 


2— Wednesday 
3—Thursday 
4—Friday 


s—Saturday 


6—Sunday 
7— Monday 


8—Tuesday 
9—Wednesday . 
10—Thursday 
11—F rida 
12—Saturday 
13—Sunday 
14—Monday, 
15—Tuesday . 





16—Wednesday © 


17—Thursday 


18—Friday 
19—Saturday 
20—Sunday 
21—Monday 


22—Tuesday 

23— Wednesday 
24—Thursday 
25—Friday t 
26—Saturday 


Aug. 3—Sunday 


= —= 


\ Tour 2. Fifty-One Days 
June 14—Saturday 


Leave Montreal by specially chartered 
S. S. * Letitia.” 

Arrive in Glasgow ; rail to Edinburgh ; 
carriage drive. 

Melrose ; drive to Abbottsford, 

York. 

To Scrooby and London, 


London ; two full days’ carriage drives. 
Leave Monday evening via Flushing 
for The Hague. 


The Hague; carriage drive; rail to 
Amsterdam. 

Amsterdam ; excursion to Isle of Marken, 

Cologne. 

Rhine steamer to Biebrich; rail to Wies- 
bad 


en, 

Wiesbaden; to Frankfurt and Heidel- 
berg. 

Heidelberg. 

Via Black Forest and Schaffhausen 
(Falls of the Rhine) to Zurich. 


Zurich, 
+} World’ Seventh Sunday School 


Convention, 


Lucerne. Lahey 


‘To Interlaken via Alpnach and Brienz 
(Bernese Oberland), 


Interlaken ; excursion to Lauterbrunnen, 
Wengern Alp, and Grindelwald. 


Via Zweisimmen and Montreux to 
Geneva. 

Geneva ; carriage drive. ‘“ 

To Paris. 

Paris; carriage drive in city; excursion 
to St. Cloud and Versailles. 

To Havre and sail by French line 
steamship. 

Due in New York. 


The Fare Includes 


Ocean passage, Montreal to Glasgow and from Havre to New 
York, on steamers carrying one class of cabin passengers only. 
Rail and steamer travel in Europe in accordance with itinerary, 
third class in Great Britain, second class on the Continent, first 
class on local steamers. Hotel accommodations at good, com- 
fortable hotels, consisting of bedroom and two meals per day, 
meat breakfast and table d’hote dinner. Midday lunches while 
traveling or on local excursions. Transfers of passengers and 
hand-baggage. A liberal program of sight-seeing, local excur- 
sions and carriage drives. Fees for admission to places of pub- 


lic interest and to hotel servants, porters, etc. 


he services of 


competent local guides and tour conductors who will accompany 
the party while in Europe. 





This is but one of the eight tours arranged for by the 


mittee, in conjunction 
have charge of them. 


 World’s Sunday School Convention Transportation Com- 


with Thomas Cook & Son, who will 


. The Sunday School Times is glad to announce that 
1431 persons have inquired about the Times ‘‘ Zurich Plan,’’ 
and ‘97 are already at work under the terms of the plan by 
which it is urged that you should take Tour Two, or any 
other of the Eight Tours to the Convention, and take it 


Without Money Cost to You 


Ask on a postal-card to-day about our *'Zurich Plan," and please 
have no ofinion about it until you have the details before you. 


The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 






































This is the Butcher of Spotiess Town, 
His tools are bright as his renown. 

To leave them stained were indiscreet, 
And so he brightens his trade you know, 
By polishing with SAPOLIO. | 


There is no apoctinns like cleanly 
surroundin: is why the But- 
cher keeps his tools and every of 
his slidp spick and span. It’s as true 
of the home: shining cooking utensils 
and table furniture give a relish to the 
plainest meal, and a cake of 


SAPOLIO 


in plain sight guarantees that every 
thing: about the kitchen will be clean 
as @ new penny. 

















° oe . : 
The Bible Institute 
of Los Angeles 
Dr. R. A. TORREY, Dean 
‘Trains:men and wonten for all: kihds of Christian 
service, as pastors, pastors’ aséistants, evangelists 
and evangelistic singers, toreign and home mis- 
sionaries, Sunday Sc ool and Endeavor workers, : 
The two6-years’ course includes a thorough in- 


ductive study of the fundamental doctrines of the 
Christian faith ; a study of the books of the Bible 
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he Renascence of Fai. By Rie 
‘oberts. Revell. 50. 
Gin itd 


“eT sae f 
YN THE face of the modern wor 
~ when a are y impatiently 
the charch has to say, or are rej 
the church as_ nt to meet the 
peculiar interest attaches to a militant 
swer from .within the church. The i 
Richard Roberts of London has an answer | 
in his “The-Renascence of 
Faith. It is refreshing to get into con 
with a mind that is so thoroughly st 
8 nypreoggme: the hour, and that is also per- 
clear on the big truths that must an- 
detlie any program for changing present 
conditions. - i 


Here is a herald of the coming revival of a 
spiritual way of life. The urgent necessity for 
a revival is pictured in the first two sections 
of the book, in which a survey is made of the 
materialistic bondage of the average man, 
and“of the apparent bankruptcy of current 
Christianity. as emphasizing the signs of 
point to *‘ ‘The Eclipse of 
God,’’ the ‘ Blight. of :Shallowness,”’ the 
** Tyranny of Things,’’ the ‘Insolvency of 
Organized Religion,” if the author passes by 
many signs that point the other way, it does 
not detract from the vigorous, biting truth of 
the signs which he does survey. And his 
scathing arraighment of the modern chufeh 
loses all bitterness &s .coming from a fi€ry 
lover of the church who believes in the aligo- 
lute certainty of her triumph. 

But Mr. Roberts’ solution for the modérn 
situation is what)must give the book its plage, 
and with such insight’does the author apply 
apostolic ar to twentieth century 

that tie has shinted at what will 
be-thé next great step of Christian 

To bring to-everyday life the @x- 

us Christ, to demand con- 











consciousness ‘of thé living Christ,”’ are 
prerogatives that the church must claim. 
The .critical suggestidn flat the apocolyptic 
elements ofthe Gospels are probably uh- 
authentic is to be regretted. 















iu theirhistorical setting and present-day applica- 
tion; a study of the life of Christ; the Life and 
Writings of the Apostle Paul; the Preparation 
and Delivery of Sumoee and Bible Readings ; the 
History and WorKof the Sunday School ; various 
forms of Aggressive Christian Work ; Home and 
Foreigd Missions and Gospel Music. 

Located in the fastest growing city with the best 
all-the-year-round climate in the world. The Hible 
institute of Los Angle offers the greatest possi- 
ble opportunity for both practical and theoretical 
training. ‘he teaching force is headed by Dr. 
‘Torrey, which insures that it is safe and sane, 
doctrinally sound. 

Write for prospectus and application blank. 
Tuition is free. Address 


T. C. HORTON, Superintendent 


Tlie Renascence of Faith voices for the 
average student the world's unrest, and 
translates for Him the teaching with whith 
| Bergson and Bucken have been shaking the 
intellectual: world. How these modern 
reachings after the spiritual life, which are 
porténts of the coming spiritual awakenifig, 
| ate simply echoes of the complete gospel 
which Paul preached, is the great message 
of Mr. Roberts’ book. 
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ton Cutting, LL.D.) is a series. of lectufes 
showing how much the church can do pr 
social reform in helping the public schol 
and the police to promote public healthjin 
ing the children, and cifusing « 
sound and helpful public opinion. T 
is not much talk of legislation in the w 
but it raises again the question how @ 
church is to do effectively its proper worki 
it is to put so much strength into t 
favored channels. (Macmillan, $1.25, 


How the Boy Was Lost (By Franks 
Cowgill). — Why soas of godly parents somte- 
times go wrong is clearly shown in a sii@rt 
story beautifully told and true to life. Other 
chapters analyze a boy’s make-up, show he 
natural is the road to ruin, and point out he 
the home and church may counteract dogn- 
ward influences. The author “presents ho 
new facts, but fairly frightens the readerjso 
clearly is the natural attraction of the wa#ld 
contrasted with the slight hold of the average 
home and church. One wishes ‘the upwatd 
steps could have been sketched as definitely 
asthe downward ones are, but the principles 
outlined are clear and helpful. © (Jennings & 
Graham, 50 cents, set.) 


The. Church and the New Age Bat 
the Rev. Henry Carter). —The Free Churches 
of England havé experienced a decline of 
membership in the years 1906-1911 which 
has caused them some alarm. Seven de- 


ere 
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nominations have lost 128,915 in Sunday- 
' school-scholars; and six; 43158 in communi- | 
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and the new demands of the 
book is hopeful, not despondent. It abounds 
are of importance to the stu- 
dent of English history during the last cen- 
tury. (Doran, $1.25.) 


Heathenism Under the Searchlight | 
(By William Kemfrey Hunt, F, R. G.S.).— 
Those who study ‘‘comparative religions ’’ 
in the endeavor to discover a unifying prin- 
ciple in all religions will find little com- 
fort in this book, It does not herald dis- 
tinguishing similarities, but distinguishing. 
dissimilarities, between Christianity and at 
alien religions, , Itdoes not believe in ‘‘ the 
religious philosophies of all nationalities,’’ nor 
‘temperamental religions’? adapted to the 
Orient, with the accompanying ‘‘let well 
enough alone’’ policy. Booddhism, - ve- 
neered with Christianity, is not called ‘* The 
Light of Asia,’’ but Booddhism without 
veneer is called ‘‘ The Night of Asia,’’ and 
idolatry ** The Blight of Asia.’? Raw heath- 
enism is set forth with its attendant supersti- 
tions, immoralities, degraded womanhood, 
loveless homes, medicinal quackeries, and 
sin-burdened hearts, The ‘lights of pagan- 
ism’’ are given credit for their feeble rays, 
but the only spiritual Light that will illumi- 
nate the whole world is Jesus Christ. (Amer- 
ican Tract Society, 50 cents, net.) 


The Youngest King (By Robert Hamill 
Nassau, M.D., S. 
alluring theme 
author fells of how who. ~ 

was girt with a leopard skin, 

And bore.a spear in his hand," 
heard in the remote 


** Lakeland, 
Where Father Nile leaps down,” 


a summoning vo'ce, and of how, leaving his 
throne, he made the long journey and re- 
turned, proclaiming how he had 


‘* laid his war spear at the feet 
Of the Babe who was a King.”’ 


The reverent conformity to the Gospel de- 
tails is noteworthy, and not less the unob- 
trusive enforcement of the great truth, always 
too easily forgotten, that God is no respecter 
of persons. These hundred odd pages give 
a new sense of reality to the story of the 
Wise-men, and will make a worthy gift-book 
for any teacher seeking an inexpensive: re- 
membrance for the pupils of his’ Bible class, 
(Westminster Press, 50 cents.) 


The Man with a Conscience (By the 
Rev. Charles Roads) is the happy title of a 
serious book. What is the man with a con- 
science in our day to do? How is he to live 
worthily of his endowment in the midst.of 
the claims and responsibilities of this com- 


plex and baffling modern world? The author | 


He understands 
Christianity 


is an evangelical Christian. 
that nothing but a ‘high- 
will supply either the energy or the goal for 
genuine. moral fulfilment. But he is also 
practical, He. sees plainly that Christianity 
is not automatically self-applying, and that 
people need to be helped to see, and stimu- 
lated to think out for themselves, the relations 
which subsist between the principles which 
they profess and the tremendously real and 
exacting world they live in. First, they need 
to understand conscience itself. Is it infal- 
lible? In heeding its monitions are they in- 
variably and absolutely right? Or, with all 
its divine source and authority, is it subject 
to growth and in need of faithful training? 
And if this latter be true, men need, in the 
second place, to be taught how to analyze the 
recurring ‘situations to. which the enlightened 
dictates of ¢onscience apply. Thus_ this 
book ‘addresses itself to the double task of 
understanding conscience, and applying it to 
the problems ofthe persona! life, business, 
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